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No Gays In Iran And Larry
Craig’ s ‘Wide Stance’  Among

Most Quot able Of 2007
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HARTFORD, Connecticut (Observer
Update) - It was the plea heard round the
world. “Don’t tase me, bro” - shouted by a
Florida college student as officers
removed him from a speech by Sen.
John Kerry - tops this year’s list of most
memorable quotes, compiled by the
editor of the Yale Book of Quotations,
365Gay.com reported.

Second on the list is a quote
from Lauren Upton, the Miss Teen USA
contestant who gave a confused and
mangled response to a question about
why one-fifth of Americans can’t locate
the U.S. on a map.

“I personally believe that U.S.
Americans are unable to do so because
some people out there in our nation don’t
have maps and I believe that our
education like such as in South Africa
and Iraq and everywhere like such as
and I believe that they should our
education over here in the U.S. should
help the U.S. or should help South Africa
and should help Iraq and the Asian
countries so we will be able to build up
our future for us,” Upton said.

The words of both young people
were immortalized in videos posted on
YouTube, the video-sharing Web site.

“These new media are spread-
ing these things,” said editor Fred R.
Shapiro, 53, associate librarian and
lecturer in legal research at the Yale Law
School. “I’m not listing the most admi-
rable quotes, the most eloquent quotes.
It’s the most memorable quotes.”

President Bush dominated last
year’s list with quotes about the Iraq war,
but this year he didn’t break into the top
10.

That doesn’t mean politicians
didn’t say anything memorable this year.

Third on the list is Iranian
President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad’s
comment at Columbia University in New
York: “In Iran we don’t have homosexuals
like in your country.”

Sen. Larry Craig, R-Idaho, took
eighth place with “(I have) a wide stance
when going to the bathroom,” his
explanation for his foot touching the foot
of an undercover police officer in an
airport men’s room.

Shapiro released his Yale Book
of Quotations last year after six years of
research. It contains about 13,000 quotes,
each extensively researched to verify its
origin.

He expects to add roughly 1,000
more quotes - mostly modern - for the
next edition in about five years, and in the
meantime he plans to keep issuing
annual top 10 lists.

He relies on suggestions from
quote-watchers throughout the world,
plus his own choices from songs, the

news and movies, and then searches
dababases and the Internet to deter-
mine the popularity of the quotes.

In the case of “Don’t tase me,
bro” - uttered shortly before the student
was shocked with a Taser - he
discovered the phrase was even
printed on T-shirts and used as a cell
phone ring tone.

“It’s not Shakespeare, but
there is a kind of folk eloquence in that.
It wouldn’t be a quote if he didn’t say
‘bro,’” Shapiro said. “That had just the
right rhythm to make it memorable.”

Shapiro said he struggled
before deciding to include radio
personality Don Imus’ “nappy-headed
hos” comment about the Rutgers
University women’s basketball team.
The quote ended up fourth on his list.

“My book does mix the most
eloquent and magnificent quotes with
the sordid and sleazy materials from
recent times. There are some real
jarring juxtapositions there,” he said. “I
wanted to include the whole culture -
the high and the low, the old and the
new.”

BAGHDAD, Iraq (Observer Update) - In
a city and country where outsiders are
viewed with deep suspicion and attract-
ing attention can imperil one’s life,
Mohammed could never blend in, even
if he wanted to, reported the New York
Times.  Mohammed, 37, has been
openly Gay for much of his adult life. For
him, this has meant growing his hair long
and taking estrogen. In the past, he said,
that held little danger. As is true
throughout the Middle East, men have
always been publicly affectionate here.

But, at least until recently,
Mohammed and many of his Gay friends
went one step further, slipping into
lovers’ houses late at night. And, until the
American invasion, they said, Iraqi
society had quietly accepted them. But
being openly Gay is not an option in the
new Iraq, where the rise of religious
extremism has left Mohammed and his
Gay friends feeling especially vilified.

In January, a United Nations
report described the increased perse-
cution, torture and extrajudicial killing of
Iraqi Lesbians and Gay men. In 2005,
Iraq’s most revered Shiite cleric, Grand
Ayatollah Ali al-Sistani, issued a fatwa,
or religious decree, calling for Gay men
and Lesbians to be killed in the “worst,
most severe way.”  He lifted it a year

later, but neither that nor the recent ebb
in violence has made Mohammed or
his friends feel safe. They yearn to
leave Iraq, but do not have the money
or visas. They agreed to be inter-
viewed on the condition that their last
names not be used.

They described an under-
ground existence, eked out behind
drawn curtains in a dingy safe house in
southwestern Baghdad. Five people
share the apartment — four Gay men
and one woman, who says she is
bisexual. They have moved six times
in the last three years, just ahead, they
say, of neighborhood raids by Shiite
and Sunni death squads. Even seem-
ingly benign neighborhood gossip
can scare them enough to move.

“We seem suspicious be-
cause we look like a cell of terrorists,”
said Mohammed, nervously fingering
the lapel of his shirt. “But we can’t tell
people what we really are. A cell, yes,
but of Gays.” His hand drifted to his
newly shorn hair. He had lopped it off
days earlier. There had been reports
of extremists stopping long-haired
men, shearing their hair and forcing
them to eat it.

It is impossible to say how
many Gay men and women face
persecution in Iraq. According to an
Iraqi Gay rights group, run by a former
disc jockey in Baghdad named Ali Hili
who now lives in London, 400 people
have been killed in Iraq since 2003 for
being Gay.  Set against the many
thousands of civilians and soldiers
killed in the war, the number is small.
But for Mr. Hili, and Mohammed and his
friends, it is a painful barometer of just
how far Iraq has shifted from its secular
past.

For a brief, exhilarating time,
from the mid-1980s until the early
1990s, they say, Gay night life flour-
ished in Iraq. Whereas neighboring
Iran turned inward after its Islamic
revolution in 1979, Baghdad allowed a
measure of liberation after the end of
the Iran-Iraq war.

Abu Nawas Boulevard, which
hugs the Tigris River opposite what is
now the Green Zone, became a
promenade known for cruising. Discos
opened in the city’s best hotels, the
Ishtar Sheraton, the Palestine and
Saddam Hussein’s prized Al-Rasheed
Hotel, becoming magnets for Gay
men. Young men with rouged cheeks
and glossed lips paraded the streets
of Mansour, an affluent neighborhood
in Baghdad.

“There were so many guys,
from Kuwait, from Saudi Arabia, guys in
the street with makeup,” said Mr. Hili,
who left Iraq in 2000. “Up until 1991,
there was sexual freedom. It was a
revolutionary time.”

Then came the Persian Gulf
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Deadline To Register
To Vote For Arizona
Primary, January 7

Rant Or Rave For
The Observer

Auditions For
‘Homoneurotic II,

January 12

TIHAN Volunteer
Training January 10

Gifted By Otherness
Starting January 7

Gay Former Cop
Loses Suit Against

Los Angeles

By Mark R. Kerr
TUCSON (Observer Update) - Mon-
day, January 7 2008, is the deadline to
be registered to vote for Arizona’s
presidential primary that will take place
on Tuesday, February 5.

Unlike Arizona’s usual pri-
mary that takes place in September of
every even numbered year for certain
federal, statewide, Arizona Legislative
offices and others, for which people
need only to be registered to vote to
participate, Arizona’s presidential pref-
erence on February 5 is a “closed”
primary, meaning one must be regis-
tered with a participating political party
to take part.

The online Observer at
tucsonobserver.com/links.html, has
links to voter registration forms.  For
more information or questions, go
online to azsos.gov/election/
county.htm.

TUCSON (Observer Update) - A
course in Gay and Lesbian spirituality
using the book Gifted by Otherness by
L.W Countryman and M.R. Ritley, will
start Monday, January 7 and ends
February 11, 2008, in the St. Francis
Room, Grace St. Paul’s basement,
2331 E Adams St.

We are encouraged by Coun-
tryman and Ritley to adopt a positive
attitude to spirituality and to take a pro-
active role in the Church through telling
our own stories, recognizing our
spiritual gifts, interpreting spiritual writ-
ings in our own context, and refusing to
apologize for who we are. Along the
way, we’ll review aspects of progres-
sive theology, and take plenty of time
to share our stories. Intended for Gay
and Lesbian people from inside and
outside the Grace St. Paul’s commu-
nity. Non-Gay and non-Lesbian partici-
pants who are contending with spiritual
issues relating to sexuality and who
are willing to maintain safe space for
other participants are also welcome.

Led by Chris Eastoe, Ph.D.,
former Senior Warden of Grace St.
Paul’s Episcopal Church.  For more
information contact Chris Eastoe, (520)
791-7430

TUCSON (Observer Update) -
“Homoneurotic II (Bigger! Faster!!
Harder!!!)” announce auditions for their
April production at the Cabaret space
in the Temple of Music and Art
downtown will take place Saturday,
January 12, 1:00 - 4:00 p.m. at Wing-
span, 425 E. 7th St.

Walk-ins are fine, but appoint-
ments are preferred. Roles are avail-
able for six men, ranging from 20 - 45
and two women, age negotiable.
Please bring photo/resume or just
show up and they will do a quick pencil
sketch.

For more information, contact
Kenton Jones (520) 979-4508.

TUCSON (Observer Update) - Has
there been something or someone that
has been bugging you or a point you
want to get across to the LGBT
community?  Is there praise you would
like to give out?  If so the Observer wants
to hear your rant or rave.

Rants or raves should be 500
words or less (no swearing please) and
should be sent to the Observer as an E-
mail.

Send your rant or rave to
info@tucsonobserver.com.

Holiday Hours At
Wingspan

TUCSON (Observer Update) - Wing-
span, Tucson and Southern Arizona’s
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and
Transgender community center will be
open for special hours over the New
Year’s Day holiday.

On Monday December 31,
Wingspan will be open from 11:00 a.m. -
4:00 p.m., and on New Year’s Day,
Tuesday January 1, they will be open
from 11:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Thanks to a team of dedicated
staff and volunteers, the Wingspan
Anti-Violence Project Crisis line is
available 24 hours/day, 365 days a
year at (520) 624-0348 or toll free, (800)
553-0387.

TUCSON (Observer Update) - TIHAN
will conduct volunteer orientation/
training 5:15 - 9:15 p.m., Thursday
January 10,  at First Congregational
United Church of Christ, 1350 N.
Arcadia Ave.

Subjects covered include
HIV/AIDS 101, stigma and stereotyp-
ing, living with HIV/AIDS, interfaith
responses to HIV/AIDS and an intro-
duction to TIHAN programs. All ages,
including seniors, college students
and high-school teens, are encour-
aged to participate.
The cost is $17, which covers a light
meal and printed materials.

For more information, call
TIHAN at (520) 299-6647.

LOS ANGELES, California (Observer
Update) A jury, of which two members
were Gay, has found that the city’s first
openly Gay police officer was not the
victim of harassment, and retaliation
by the department, 365Gay.com re-
ported.  The decision came 11 years
after Mitchell Grobeson began litiga-
tion in the case.  It was the second
lawsuit he brought against the LAPD.

In 1988 Grobeson filed a civil
rights suit against the force.  It was
settled in 1993 with a court settlement
that the city provide Gay and Lesbian
officers a discrimination-free work-
place.  Grobeson returned to the force,
but found little was done to implement
the agreement. Two years later, in
1995, he was accused of discrediting
the force by wearing his uniform and
attempting to encourage Gays in
West Hollywood to join the force. He
went on disability and decided to go
back to court. Grobeson sought
reinstatement and up to $4.4 million in
damages.

After two days of delibera-
tions the jury found that by wearing the
uniform Grobeson gave the impres-
sion the force had given its approval
to his one-man recruitment drive and
that Grobeson was justly fired for
insubordination. Grobeson’s lawyer,
Dan Stormer, said Grobeson will
appeal.

In a separate action in late
October Los Angeles Los Angeles
City Council voted unanimously to
approve settlement of the non-dam-
ages portion of the lawsuit. The
settlement provides an array of pro-
tections for LGBT employees and job
applicants with the city, as well as
those living with HIV. It mandates
recruitment from the LGBT community,
and strengthens the city’s anti-dis-
crimination policies by writing them
into the city’s administrative code.

Mitchell GrobesonMitchell GrobesonMitchell GrobesonMitchell GrobesonMitchell Grobeson
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DON’T DRINK

AND DRIVE

South African LGBT W ary Of
New ANC Leader

Bulgaria Most Homophobic
Country In Europe

CAPE TOWN, South Africa (Observer
Update) - A year after he was forced to
issue an apology to Gays for calling
Gay marriage “a disgrace”, acquitted
of rape and still facing corruption
charges Jacob Zuma has been
chosen to succeed Thabo Mbeki as
leader of the African National Con-
gress - a move that puts him on track
for becoming the country’s next presi-
dent.

Zuma won an overwhelming
victory over Mbeki at the party’s
national convention this week - win-
ning 2,329 votes to 1,505. Following
the vote the two 65 year old politicians
appeared on stage for an embrace in
a show of party unity. Zuma was
acquitted of rape last year, but he still

faces bribery charges over
an alleged multimillion-dollar
arms deal that his supporters
say is nothing more than a
smear campaign. He was
removed from the deputy
presidency after a court found
he had had a “generally
corrupt” relationship with a
former aide but he remained
a major force within the Afri-
can National Congress.

Last year in a speech
Zuma said that when he was
young he would have beaten
anyone who was Gay.  He
went on to say that Gay
marriage is “a disgrace to the
nation and to God”. His re-
marks came as public hear-
ings were being held on
legislation to legalize same-
sex civil marriage and grant
rights to non-married Gay and
opposite-sex couples. De-
spite his opposition the bill

passed. Demands for an apology
went unanswered for two weeks, but
as condemnation mounted in the
mainstream press, Zuma issued a
statement saying he was sorry. “ I
apologize unreservedly for the pain
and anger that my remarks may have
caused,” Zuma said at the time. He
also said that his words had been
taken out of context. Zuma claimed
that he had been speaking about the
traditional communal way of raising
children. “I said the communal up-
bringing of children in the past was
able to assist parents to notice
children with a different social orienta-
tion. I, however, did not intend to have
this interpreted as a condemnation of
Gays and Lesbians.”

His statement went on, in
what was regarded as an attempt to
shore up support within the ANC, to
pledge his support for the Constitu-
tion which guarantees the rights of
Gays and Lesbians. “Our Lesbian
and Gay compatriots are protected
by the Constitution and I respect their
rights, in my capacity as an individual
citizen and as a member and one of
the leaders of the ANC,” Zuma said. “I
also respect, acknowledge and
applaud the sterling contribution of
many Gay and Lesbian compatriots
in the struggle that brought about our
freedom, and the role they continue
to play in the building of a successful
non-racial, non-discriminatory South

Africa.”

LGBT rights groups at the
time dismissed the statement as
being more political and heartfelt.
They remain concerned about what a
Zuma presidency would bring. HIV/
AIDS groups also are concerned,
saying he is likely to be no better than
Mbeki in battling the disease. During
his rape trial last year he said that he
had unprotected, consensual sex with
an HIV-positive woman and then took
a shower in the belief it would protect
him from the AIDS virus. Mbeki
frequently has questioned the link
between HIV and AIDS and has
disputed the value of anti-retroviral
drugs.

SOFIA, Bulgaria (Observer Update) -
Results of a poll on discrimination in
Bulgaria have sent up alarm signals
within the European Union,
365Gay.com reported.  The survey
found that 80 percent of of the
population in the Balkan nation have
negative attitudes toward Gays and
53 percent have attitudes that are
“extremely negative.

Only 17 percent said they
would be able to carry on a
conversation with someone who is
Gay. The poll, by the Skala Agency,
also found that almost half of those
surveyed would not refuse to work
with someone they believed to be
Gay  Nearly 70 percent said they
would take their children out of school
if they found one of the teachers was
Gay. And half of those polled said
they would disown a child who came
out. The figure was higher if a child
were Transgendered.

The poll was conducted by

Skala for the Commission for Protec-
tion against Discrimination, a civil
rights group. The researchers found
discrimination in general was higher
than in any other European Union
state. One in four people said they
discriminate against people who are
disabled. The poll also found wide-
spread discrimination against
Bulgaria’s ethnic minorities.  Almost
10 percent of the population is of
Turkish origin while three percent are
Roma, also known as Gypsies.

Bulgaria became a member
of the European Union in 2007. The
EU has some of the world’s strongest
protections for Europe’s Gays, Lesbi-
ans and Transgender people, but
frequently members who formerly
were Communist ignore the laws.
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war, and afterward Saddam Hussein
put an end to nightclubs. Iraq
staggered under the yoke of eco-
nomic sanctions. While antiGay
laws were increasingly enforced,
Mohammed and Mr. Hili said they
still felt safe. Homosexuality seemed
accepted, as long as it was prac-
ticed in private. And even when it
was not tolerated, prison time could
be evaded with a well-placed bribe.
The American invasion was ex-
pected to usher in better times.

“We thought that with the
presence of Americans, life would
become paradise, that Iraq would
be Westernized,” Mohammed said.
“But unfortunately the way things
were before was so much better
than where we are now.” One night
shortly after Saddam Hussein fell,
American soldiers burst into the
apartment that Mohammed shared
with his two brothers. They were
looking for insurgents, but took one
look at Mohammed, with his long
hair and shapely body wrapped in a
robe, and teased him, he said.

“What are you, a lady
man?” he remembered them bark-
ing. “A boy? Or a girl?” They turned
to one of Mohammed’s brothers,
“Who is this?” they asked, “Your
girlfriend?” The news raced through
Mohammed’s building. “All my neigh-
bors came to know that I was Gay,”
he said. “My brother said,
‘Mohammed, leave the house; you
can’t live here anymore.’”

He rented another apart-
ment, and was soon joined by some

Gay friends. They moved nine months
later, after suspicious neighbors be-
gan to talk. Nine months after that, they
moved again. They came to rely on
remittances sent by Mr. Hili, who
raises money for them in London. Mr.
Hili taps a network of acquaintances in
Baghdad to ferret out safe houses,
and pays extra for landlords to alert
him to possible trouble. He says he
supports about 32 people.

Few work, though one of
Mohammed’s roommates, Amjad, who
is 33 and has manicured eyebrows
and feathered hair, said he some-
times sleeps with an older man for
money. “He loves me, but I hate him,”
Amjad said. “He is jealous and ugly.”
One of Mohammed’s friends, a 25-
year-old law student named Rafi, said
he was especially desperate to get
out of Iraq. It is a sentiment shared by
millions of Iraqis, but Rafi believes his
future here is especially bleak. The
influence from Iran is growing, he said.
And in Iran, homosexuality is often
punishable by death.

“I want to get out, but not just
out of Iraq, out of the Middle East,” Rafi
said, “to a country that has respect for
human rights. And for us.” He paused,
casting his eyes downward. “It will
never be possible here.”

Continued from Page OneContinued from Page OneContinued from Page OneContinued from Page OneContinued from Page One

Domestic Partner Benefit s
For State Employees Under

Consideration
PHOENIX (Observer Update) -
Arizona’s Department of Administra-
tion is in the process of taking steps
to potentially offer health benefits to
the domestic partners, both same or
opposite sex, and their children of
state employees, applying to all
state employees, including those
working at Arizona’s three universi-
ties and would apply to the 65,000
active Arizona employees of state
government and public universities
and 9,000 retirees who participate in
the state health plan would also be
eligible.

State Department of Admin-
istration director Bill Bell filed the
domestic partner benefits proposal
November 7 with the Secretary of
State’s Office. After a few weeks to
process the measure, it was pub-
lished Friday (November 30) along
with the secretary of state’s regular
registry of proposed rules.

The public will have an
opportunity to comment before the
matter is taken up by the Governor’s
Regulatory Review Council, made
up of a six-member board ap-
pointed by the governor, will have
final say on the domestic partners
plan.

People wanting to comment
in writing can submit items (under
A.R.S. 41-1052) to Governor’s Regu-
latory Review Council, 100 N.15th
Ave., Ste. 402, Phoenix, Arizona
85007.  If one wishes to comment in
person, they must attend the meet-
ing and give their comments.

Equality Arizona, the state-
wide LGBT (Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual
and Transgender) rights organization
has launched an online campaign for
people to register their comments on
this.  To send your comments, go
online to eqfed.org/campaign/
domesticpartners. According to Equal-
ity Arizona, anti-equality forces in
Arizona, including the Center for
Arizona Policy and anti-LGBT state
legislators, are trying to stop this
proposal.

The Governor’s Regulatory
Review Council was created by
Executive Order in May 1981.  Com-
posed of six members, the Council is
chaired by the Director of the Depart-
ment of Administration or designee,
who serves ex-officio. The current
Council members are Graham Alex
Turner, Sam Coppersmith, Yvonne
Hunter, Stan Barnes, Marcus Osborn,
Christopher Thomas and Charles
Blanchard.

For most agencies, the Coun-
cil is the final step in the rule making
process.  The Council reviews most
rules to ensure that they are neces-
sary and to avoid duplication and
adverse impact on the public. The
Council assesses whether a rule is
clear, concise, and understandable,
legal, consistent with legislative intent
and within the agency’s statutory
authority, and whether the benefits of a
rule outweigh the cost. If a rule does
not meet these criteria, the Council
returns it to the agency for further
consideration.
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Calendar Boys

  COMMENT AR Y. . . .
by John Corvinoby John Corvinoby John Corvinoby John Corvinoby John Corvino Gay Swedish Pop Star

Admits He Is HIV+

Whenever I go into book-
stores this time of year, I pick up the
new calendars of hot shirtless men
and peruse them openly. Most of them
are tacky, but I don’t pick them up for
pleasure. I pick them up to remind
myself and others that I can.

As a teenager, I would gaze at
such calendars surreptitiously, often
concealing them behind more “appro-
priate” calendars of Caribbean sun-
sets, puppies dressed like acrobats,
or whatever. I found the male images
alluring, but I was deeply ashamed of
that fact. So I hid my interest as best as
I could, terrified that those around me
might catch on.

It took me years to acknowl-
edge my Gayness and longer still to
reveal it to others without trembling.
Even now, I feel a slight rush of
nervousness as I peruse the calen-
dars. Who’s watching me? What are
they thinking? Do I detect disgust in
their faces? I tell myself I don’t care
what they think, but that’s only partly
true.

I’m certain that there’s nothing
wrong with my enjoying male beauty,
and if my fellow shoppers think
otherwise, then they’re just mistaken.
But we’re social creatures, after all. It’s
natural that we care what others think,
and foolish—even counterproductive—
to insist otherwise. Although receiving
others’ approval is less important than
simply meriting it, it’s nicest when both
coincide.

Not long ago a reader wrote
and asked, “Who cares about ap-
proval from fools? All I need is
approval from myself, my friends, my
family and my colleagues.” Okay, fine.
But what happens when some of our
friends, family, or colleagues turn out
to be fools? Worse yet, what happens

when the “fools” have kids, some of
whom are secretly eyeing the “wrong”
calendars in the bookstore? Is it really
so easy not to care what they think?

I am not suggesting that we
compromise our values in order to
appease homophobes. If I thought we
should do that, I wouldn’t make a point of
picking up “hot guy” calendars. But as
long as we have to share a planet with
these “fools,” we should hope for, and
work towards, their conversion.

America is a much better place
for Gays now than when I was a
frightened teenager sneaking peeks at
Kirk Cameron. Indeed, it’s a much better
place than it was just a few years ago.
I’m grateful for that progress, and the
holidays are a perfect time for all of us to
reflect on it. At the same time, we have to
remind ourselves not to become com-
placent.

There are still teenagers kicked
out of the house for being Gay—not to
mention teenagers kept at home and
berated by their parents for their “sinful”
urges. Some will be sent to camps in
damaging attempts to “cure” them. As
you reflect on our progress, please
remember these teenagers.

There are adults who will return
home to their families nervously this
holiday season. Some fear being grilled
about their “lifestyles.” Others will suffer
the dehumanizing ritual of silence
among relatives who assiduously avoid
the issue. The understood rule that
some subjects are just too awkward, or

too awful, to discuss, and so their
longing for human connection be-
comes literally unspeakable. As you
reflect on our progress, please re-
member these adults.

Remember those Gay and
Lesbian folks who agonize about
whether to bring their partners to the
company holiday party and who
make up elaborate stories to mask
their lives. Remember those
transgender folks who struggle not to
wince when asked to bring a “male-
specific” or “female-specific” present
to the office gift exchange. And
remember those GLBT folks in other
parts of the world who wish they had
such problems: their main concern is
not getting jailed or killed.

And if you happen to pass
through a bookstore, remember those
who continue to sneak peeks at the
“wrong” calendars. Some of them are
youth just beginning to understand
their longings. Others are heterosexu-
ally married adults who have become
skilled at suppressing their deeper
selves. All of them are letting fear get
in the way of joy.

If you can, take a moment to
pick up a “wrong” calendar yourself,
deliberately and cheerfully, just to
show them how it’s done. Wherever
you are, whatever you do: resolve to
make the world better in 2008.

(John Corvino is a writer,
speaker, and philosophy professor at
Wayne State University in Detroit. His

column “The Gay Moralist” appears
bi-weekly at 365Gay.com, from
which this is reprinted from.)

STOCKHOLM, Sweden - The Local
reported that one of Sweden’s best-
known pop stars has admitted in a
magazine interview that he is HIV-
positive.

Andreas Lundstedt, 35, who
achieved international success as a
member of Swedish disco foursome
Alcazar told Gay lifestyle magazine
QX that he had tested positive for the
virus several years ago. Rumours
that he was infected had been
circulating in music circles for a
number of years, but until now
Lundstedt had kept his diagnosis to
himself.

He told QX that he was
revealing his status now because “I
feel I am at the right stage in my life.”
Lundstedt is the first Swedish enter-
tainment star since the eighties to
admit publicly to being HIV positive.

Andreas LundstedtAndreas LundstedtAndreas LundstedtAndreas LundstedtAndreas Lundstedt
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Vermont Commission Mulling
Same-Sex Marriage Nears End

The GLBT Services Commit-
tee was established in 1997 to better
serve southern Arizona’s Gay, Les-
bian, Bisexual and Transgender li-
brary users. It seeks to fulfill this
mission by creating exciting programs
such as GLBT author visits, and
through participation at various out-
reach events such as OUToberFEST
and Tucson’s annual Pride Parade.

On a daily basis they review,
order and make GLBT materials
available for all PCPL users, regard-
less of age, location or sexual orienta-
tion.

The Pima County Public
Library’s (PCPL) GLBT Services Com-
mittee is dedicated to upholding the
library’s Mission Statement as well as
the Library Users Bill of Rights for all of
our customers.

PCPL is one of the few public
libraries in the country to have an
established GLBT Services Commit-
tee. I’s an exciting time for GLBT-
themed publishing.

More and more books reflect-
ing the strength, experience and vision
of GLBT people appear on the shelves
of book stores and libraries. The Pima
County Public Library’s GLBT Services
Committee are proud to offer our
favorite recent books that are by and
about GLBT people. We hope this
offering inspires you to read one or
more of these marvelous books

The Woman I Was Not Born to
Be, by Aleshia Brevard (Temple Uni-
versity).  The author, one of the few
American Transsexuals in the pre-
Stonewall era, had an eventful career
as burlesque drag queen, then TV and
movie sexpot. Although the show
business “tell all” aspects of her book
are highly entertaining, Brevard goes
deeper by exploring the traumas and
conflicts she experienced while trying
to fit into heterosexual society. She
makes wise observations about mi-
sogyny, problems of exclusion and
identity in the Gay and Trannie commu-
nities, and her own growth into an
acceptance and affirmation of herself
as a Transsexual. This woman can
write! (Chris Dashiell)

The World Turned: essays on
Gay history, politics and culture by John
D’Emilio (Duke University). These es-
says and talks focus on the decade of
the 1990s, when Gay rights took center
stage as a defining issue in American
culture and politics. The author’s out-
look is refreshingly optimistic - fierce
public opposition to GLBT visibility
from right wing elements is a sign of how
successful the movement has been.
The book explores a wide variety of
issues, including the idea of a “Gay
gene” (D’Emilio thinks it’s self-limiting to
claim that people are born Gay), the
legacies of Bayard Rustin and Larry
Kramer, and the dangers of “identity
politics,” which divides people into

warring camps instead of forging
alliances. D’Emilio’s most thought-
provoking sections discuss competing
philosophies and strategies of how the
movement should proceed, stressing
the need to allow for different levels of
understanding among straight allies,
and the importance of laying claim to
family as a valid aspect of Gay life. The
World Turned is a fair-minded and
stimulating overview of where we are,
and where we’d like to be going. (Chris
Dashiell)

For more information, visit your
local Pima County library or go online
to tppl.org/community/glbt/index.cfm.

Montpelier, Vermont (Observer Up-
date) - A state appointed commission
looking into Vermont’s civil unions law
and tasked with determining if it should
be amended to provide for same-sex
marriage is nearing its completion,
reported 365Gay.com.

The commission has just three
more public hearings - scheduled to
end in mid February - before it begins to
prepare its report to the legislature. The
Commission on Family Recognition
and Protection held hearings in Mont-
pelier and was told that while the state’s
civil union law - the first of its kind in the
nation - was a step forward same-sex
couples still are not equal.

It was the first time the traveling
commission heard deputations in the
state’s capital city and the session was
a far cry from hearings that were
conducted seven years ago when the
state was considering the civil unions
bill. Then, dozens of people from
conservative groups opposed to the
bill denounced the measure and pro-
testors carried signs outside.

This time there were no voices
of dissent. “Separate but equal did not
work as a compromise in the civil rights
movement and it doesn’t work here,”
Elaine Parker told the commission.

Justice of the Peace Beth
Diamond said recalled that she had
been excited to perform her first civil
union and then realized it was no
different than performing a civil mar-
riage. “I had two people before me who
loved each other very much,” she said.
“And I was lucky enough to have the
honor to be officiating at their cer-
emony.”

Robert Appel, the executive

director of the Vermont Human Rights
Commission, disputed claims from
some opponents of same-sex mar-
riage that they would harm traditional
marriages. “Civil unions have not
weakened our communities,” he said.
“If anything, they have enhanced
them.”

The citizens commission was
appointed in July by the leaders of
Vermont’s House and Senate - both
Democrats.  It is chaired by former
state Rep. Tom Little (D). Little. When
he was a member of the legislature
Little was chairman of the House
Judiciary Committee, when it passed
the law legalizing civil unions in 2000.
The committee will present its report
to the legislature in the spring, but
nothing is expected to be done about
it until after next year’s election.  That
would mean there is no likelihood of a
bill before 2009.
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Thiel Is GayThiel Is GayThiel Is GayThiel Is GayThiel Is Gay

SAN FRANCISCO - Silicon Valley
gossip blog Valleywag wants to put the
notion that Venture Capital is scarce of
Gay people to rest, letting the world
know that PayPal co-founder Peter
Thiel is Gay, towleroad.com reported.

They say that his sexuality is
part and parcel of his success.

“His disdain for convention, his
quest to overturn established rules.
Like the immigrant Jews who created
Hollywood a century ago, a Gay
investor has no way to fit into the old
establishment. That frees him or her to
build a different, hopefully better sys-
tem for identifying and rewarding
talented individuals, and unleashing
their work on the world,” the blog
reported.

Peter ThielPeter ThielPeter ThielPeter ThielPeter Thiel
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  COMMENT AR Y. . . .
by Wayne Besenby Wayne Besenby Wayne Besenby Wayne Besenby Wayne Besen

A Feckless Leader Has there
ever been a more feckless, less
respected religious figure than the
“Arch-Baby” of Canterbury, the Most
Rev. Rowan Williams? Liberals ignore
him, conservatives walk over him and
through his stunning lack of leadership
he has lost control of the Anglican
Church.

The wheels came off the car in
2003 when openly Gay V. Gene
Robinson was selected as Bishop of
New Hampshire. Since then, conser-
vative Episcopal factions in America –
egged on by anti-Gay peers in
developing countries - have threat-
ened to bolt and take every bit of
property that isn’t bolted down to the
church floor.

In the face of such insubordi-
nation, Williams had a clear-cut deci-
sion to make. He could side with
liberals and crush the cabal of right
wing turncoats. Or, he could stand on
the wrong side of history and defrock
Robinson and those who approved
his consecration. Instead, he has
taken a series of wishy-washy posi-
tions that have pleased no one and
revealed weakness – which has en-
couraged further conservative muti-
nies.

After the unassuming
Robinson assumed his new position,
some conservative parishes warned
they would opt out of the Episcopal
Church and place themselves under
the authority of theologically like-
minded African Bishops.

It was at this point where
Williams should have flexed his
muscle. A commanding leader would
have threatened to fire any pastor who
defied the Episcopal leadership. He
would have told troublemakers, such
as Nigerian Archbishop Peter J
Akinola, to can his rhetoric or get
canned.

As a result of Williams’ ha-
bitual indecision, on December 8,
delegates to the Episcopal Church’s
Diocese of San Joaquin voted to
leave the denomination and align
themselves with a South American
province in the Anglican Communion.
This was followed a day later by the
Church of Nigeria placing four new
North American bishops under its
banner.

The spineless Williams re-
sponded with a wordy letter that
incoherently chastised both sides. He
blamed the liberals for departing from
the Orthodox interpretation of Scripture
and told Bishop Robinson he wasn’t
invited to the splashy Lambeth Confer-
ence next summer.

He also reprimanded the for-
eign conservatives for appropriating
American parishes and told them the
conservative Americans from
breakaway parishes were also not
invited. In other words, the Anglican
Church is on the verge of a schism and
the best Williams could do is tell the
dueling sides they could not come to a
big church party. Now, that’s leader-
ship!

In a laughable act of desper-
ate futility, Williams suggested the
warring factions join “professionally
facilitated conversations.” The clueless
Archbishop of Canterbury is so out of
touch, he might as well be the
Archbishop of Xanadu.

What exactly are these two
sides going to resolve? The liberals
believe that homosexuals are equal in

God’s eyes and therefore should be
treated as human beings. The conser-
vatives believe that Gay people are
sinful and should be treated as subhu-
man. Williams believes in nothing –
other than keeping the Communion
together, even if that entails engaging
in the immoral act of harming Gay
people within the church.

The thing is, once people have
the epiphany that Gays and Lesbians
deserve equality there is no turning
back. The Archbishop can’t expect
parishioners in the Episcopal Church
who believe in fairness to abandon
their principles and ditch their Gay
friends and family members – in the
name of the false idol of “unity.”

Chicago Consultation, a coali-
tion of church liberals, blasted Williams
for his lame letter, saying he pandered
to conservatives and slighted Gay
members of the church. “The
archbishop’s lengthy letter contains not
a word of comfort to Gay and Lesbian
Christians,” the group said, responding
to Williams. “We are especially troubled
by the absence of openly Gay mem-
bers on the bodies that may ultimately
resolve the issue at hand. The
archbishop’s unwillingness to include
Gay and Lesbian Christians in this
process perpetuates the bigotry he
purports to deplore.”

The bottom line is that Williams
will have to finally choose sides and
squash dissenters. There is no getting
around a schism and there is no way to
bridge the gap and offer more than
band-aide solutions.

It is a shame that it has come to
this, but Williams’ lack of moral clarity is
responsible for the likely break-up of
the Anglican Communion. He has

stood for nothing – and nothing is what
he will end up with if he doesn’t get his
act together. Forget a facilitator for
the opposing sides – he needs to get
one for himself so he can find out who
he is and what he ultimately stands
for.

(Wayne Besen is an author,
activist, columnist, public speaker and
the founder and executive director for
Truth Wins Out, an organization that
counters the ex-Gay movement and
right wing disinformation campaigns.
This column is reprinted from
365Gay.com.)

ScScScScSchool Accused Ofhool Accused Ofhool Accused Ofhool Accused Ofhool Accused Of
Anti-GaAnti-GaAnti-GaAnti-GaAnti-Ga y Censory Censory Censory Censory Censor shipshipshipshipship

PORTSMOUTH, Virginia (Observer
Update) - The American Civil Liber-
ties Union on Friday (December 21)
demanded that a high school that
punished a student for wearing a t-
shirt featuring a Lesbian pride sym-
bol apologize to the student and
guarantee that it will no longer
illegally censor her in the future.
School officials at I.C. Norcom High
School had threatened the 17-year-
old senior with suspension because
a teacher was upset by her t-shirt,
which had an image of two overlap-
ping female gender symbols.

“When my teacher told me
she wanted me to turn my shirt inside-
out or cover it up, I was confused,
because I’ve worn that shirt to school
several times before and nobody
ever said a word about it,” said
Bethany Laccone, who attends a
different school full-time but goes to
Norcom High every morning for a
hotel management class.  “I wear that
shirt because I want people to know
that I’m proud of being a Lesbian and
comfortable with who I am. And I have
the same Constitutional right to free
speech as any other student.”

In a letter sent to I.C. Norcom
High School officials this morning, the
ACLU demanded that any mention of
the censorship be removed from
Laccone’s student record, that the
school guarantee it would not ille-

gally censor Laccone or other students
in the future, and that the school
apologize to Laccone for its actions.
“What’s happening to Bethany Laccone
is a clear-cut case of unconstitutional
censorship,” said Kent Willis, Execu-
tive Director of the ACLU of Virginia.
“Bethany Laccone has the same rights
to express her opinions and be open
about who she is as any other student.
We intend to make sure I.C. Norcom
High School stops breaking the law
and treats all of its students equally
regardless of their views.”

Laccone says that on Decem-
ber 10 she was pulled out of class by a
teacher who said she shouldn’t be
wearing the shirt at school and then
sent her to the assistant principal’s
office. The assistant principal and the
teacher then told Laccone that the shirt
violated a section of the school dress
code that bans “bawdy, salacious or
sexually suggestive messages.”  In a
later meeting with Laccone’s father, the
assistant principal said that he was
upholding the censorship, and added
that because the teacher is “very
conservative” she claimed she was so
upset by the t-shirt that it “interfered with
her ability to teach.” “A public school
teacher’s job is to serve the needs of
all the students who go to that school,”
said Christine Sun, a staff attorney with
the ACLU’s national Lesbian Gay
Bisexual Transgender Project.
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Make Florida T he Second Sta te
On March 3, 1845, Florida

became the 27th state of the United
State of America and on November 4,
2008, voters in the “Sunshine State”
could decide whether to amend their
state constitution to deal with the
supposedly problematic “same sex
marriages.”

 Known as the “Florida Mar-
riage Protection Amendment,” the
language reads, “Inasmuch as a
marriage is the legal union of only one
man and one woman as husband and
wife, no other legal union that is
treated as marriage or the substantial
equivalent thereof shall be valid or
recognized.”

If approved and pending
legal challenges, the “Florida Mar-
riage Protection Amendment” would
prohibit governmental and legal rec-
ognition of same-sex marriage, civil
unions and domestic partnerships for
both same and opposite-sex couples.

Proponents of the “Florida
Marriage Protection Amendment” are
known as Florida4Marriage.org and
consist primarily of the Florida Con-
vention of Baptist Ministers which
spearheaded the petition drive and
former Governor Jeb Bush and his
state Republican party, which helped
fund the petition gathering through a
donation of more than $300,000.
“Protecting the traditional family” has
been the line used to justify this and
other efforts in other states that have
considered such measures.

Same-sex marriage is not
recognized in the state of Florida
since in 1997 with the adoption of the
state’s Defense of Marriage Act
(DOMA) that states marriage is the
“union between one man and one
woman” and bars the state from
recognizing same-sex marriages per-
formed in other states.

That is not good enough for
Florida4Marriage.org, who have stated
that “homosexuality is not a civil right,”
“same-sex activists brought this fight
to all of us,” and “no society needs
homosexual coupling,” and a constitu-
tional amendment would permanently
guarantee that no such marriage, civil
union or domestic partnership would
ever be recognized by the govern-
ment or the courts of Florida.

If this conservative claptrap
sounds familiar, it should, since it has
been used in more than 28 other
states (including Arizona) during an
election year so that the conservative
voting base would turn out and elect
Republican candidates.  Karl Rove
may be gone but his political strategy
lives on, like a disease.

For an amendment to be
added to Florida’s constitution, it must
receive the approval of more than
60% of voters casting ballots.  There
is an effort to defeat this proposal and
the group is called Florida Red and
Blue, a nonpartisan, independent
campaign set up to defeat the
proposed “Florida Marriage Protec-
tion Amendment.”

Twenty-seven other states
may have passed similar measures
but the radical right lost on their sure-
fire measure, in Arizona in 2006 and it
can happen again.   Help make
Florida the second state to defeat a
proposed “marriage protection
amendment” by contributing and help-
ing the effort of Florida Red and Blue.

For more information, contact
Florida Red and Blue, 12864 Biscayne
Boulevard #314
North Miami, Florida 33181, Phone: 1-
877-FL-VOTE-NO (1-877-358-6836).
Florida Red and Blue have a website
at floridaredandblue.com.

Palm Beac h Adds Gender Identity
To Non-Discrimina tion La w

WEST PALM BEACH, Florida (Ob-
server Update) - Palm Beach County
Commissioners have unanimously
approved amendments to two county
ordinances which will prohibit dis-
crimination in employment, housing
and public accommodations based
on gender identity or expression,
365Gay.com reported.  The new law,
which covers public and private
employers with fifteen or more em-
ployees,  and most real estate
transactions, goes into effect on
January 1.

“No one should be fired,
harassed, or denied promotion sim-
ply because they don’t fit the stereo-
types for masculinity or femininity,”
said Rand Hoch, president of the
Palm Beach County Human Rights
Council. “In a matter of days, all Palm
Beach County residents will be judged
on the quality of their work and will
given an equal chance to succeed,”

said Hoch.  “No longer will an
employer be able to fire an employee
solely because she is a woman with a
masculine walk or he is a man with an
effeminate voice.”

With almost 1.3 million people,
Palm Beach County will become one
of the nation’s largest jurisdictions to
prohibit discrimination against
Transgender persons. When the Palm
Beach County ordinances take effect,
close to 40% of the US population will
live in jurisdictions where it is illegal to
discriminate based on gender identity
or expression. Similar laws exist in
more than 90 cities and counties
across America. Thirteen states and
the District of Columbia have enacted
laws prohibiting discrimination based
on gender identity or expression.
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WASHINGTON, D.C. (Observer Update) - A lot of progress was made in 2007
in the United States – not through big gains, but through small important steps,
365Gay.com reported.

According to our friends over at NNN (NewNowNext) Rewind, 32
percent of Logo’s readers believe that the passing of the Matthew Shepard
Hate Crimes Act was the most important story of the year. Twenty-two percent
of readers, though, thought that the on-going debate over Gay marriage is
important – we think so too, and put it at number three.

For the full tally of your thoughts on News and Politics, visit NNN
Rewind here.

Here’s a quick look at the stories that topped 2007.

1. Presidential Candidates Take Gay Concerns Seriously - Gays and
Lesbians became major players in the Democratic primary race in 2007, with
all of the candidates racing to assure us that they would (mostly) support our
battle for civil rights. LOGO (which owns 365Gay.com) and HRC (The Human
Rights Campaign) made history by hosting a presidential debate for the
Democratic candidates.

2. ENDA - Who could have predicted that a Gay bill that seemed likely
to pass would tear our community apart? The Employment Non-Discrimination
Act that was put before the House of Representatives in September (and which
passed Congress 235-184) did not include Transgender protections – a bill
introduced in April but not yet voted on, does.  HRCentered into a tug of war
with Transgender and other Gay and Lesbian organizations, debating two
important values: incrementalism ( i.e., winning in small steps) vs. full inclusion.
It’s still not clear which value has won – and it won’t be for some time yet.

3. G/L Unions Move Forward - Advances were made in Gay marriage
and unions on many fronts this year. Washington state recognized domestic
partnerships, Oregon and New Hampshire said they would recognize civil
unions beginning in 2008 and New Jersey began to recognize civil unions
(which caused a mess, when companies were unsure about whether they were
obligated to treat civil unions as marriages.).

Iowa had Gay marriage for one day thanks to a ruling that preventing
them was unconstitutional. The resumption of Gay marriage there waits on an
appeal. New York agreed to recognize Gay marriages performed legally in
other jurisdictions, and a Vermont panel came close to wrapping up discussion
on whether civil unions there be converted to marriage. And Massachusetts
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T. R. KNIGHTT. R. KNIGHTT. R. KNIGHTT. R. KNIGHTT. R. KNIGHT ISAIAH THOMASISAIAH THOMASISAIAH THOMASISAIAH THOMASISAIAH THOMAS
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voted to keep marriage equality. On the other hand, California Governor Arnold
Schwarzenegger vetoed a same-sex marriage bill and the Maryland Supreme
Court upheld a Gay marriage ban.

4. AIDS Numbers Were Overstated - The United Nations announced
that it had overstated the size of the AIDS epidemic – new infections have
dropped every year since their peak in the late 1990s. So, instead of 39.5
million infected worldwide, we are left with – 33.2 million.

5. Public Opinion Turns For Us, Kind of - A survey in June announced
that for the first time, a majority of Americans believe that sexual orientation
cannot be changed. Unfortunately, in a separate poll, a similar majority de-
clared themselves to be against Gay marriage. Gay unions though? Americans
are for them, by 56 percent.

6. The Matthew Shepard Act Rises and then Tanks - What looked
hopeful turned into a crushing defeat, when Congress dropped the Matthew
Shepard Act in December. The hate crimes bill passed the House in April, and
the Senate in September, where it was attached to a defense bill. But it got tied
up in the committee that harmonizes the House and Senate versions, and when
it became clear that the defense bill wouldn’t pass with the Shepard Act at-
tached, Congress dropped it. The bill would have added sexual orientation and
gender identity to a list of hate crimes.

7. Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell Moves Toward Retirement - Despite Gen. Peter
Pace’s declaration that “Gays are immoral,” more and more military officers
and legislative leaders in 2007 called for the end of the ban, including Gen.
John M. Shalikashvili, the chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff when the ban was
enacted. In November, 28 other retired generals called for an end to the ban in
a letter in the New York Times, saying, that Gay servicemembers have served
their country honorably. The Servicemembers Legal Defense Network esti-
mates that 65,000 Gay men and Lesbians now serve in the American armed
forces and that there are more than one million Gay veterans.

8. FDA Renews Gay Blood Ban - The FDA announced that they would
keep the ban forbidding any man who has ever had sex with a man from giving
blood. The American Red Cross, the American Association of Blood Banks
and America’s Blood Centers all testified last year that the ban “is medically
and scientifically unwarranted” and that “it does not appear rational to broadly
differentiate sexual transmission via male-to-male sexual activity from that via
heterosexual activity on scientific grounds.” Yet the Bush Administration chose
to keep it.

9. Scandals and Controversies - The biggest Gay scandal of 2007 was
of course Idaho Senator Larry Craig’s unfortunately wide stance in an airport
restroom. But that wasn’t the only Gay bathroom scandal among Republican
leaders.

Florida State Representative Bob Allen offered $20 to a cop for oral
sex in the bathroom of a park (35 percent of NNN readers thought this was the
most notorious Republican Gay scandal after Craig) and Louisiana state
senate candidate Joey Difatta was caught in a sting in a mall restroom (6
percent).

Other scandals? GOP state chair Donald Fleischman was accused of
seducing and fondling a teenage boy (7 percent), Washington state Represen-
tative Richard Curtis supposedly hired a rent boy (the winner at 37 percent) and
former head of the Young Republican National Federation Glenn Murphy was
called out for allegedly forcing sex on another man (13 percent).

This year had its share of Gay-centered controversies, too. Let’s not
forget Ann Coulter calling John Edwards a “fag,” Isaiah Washington using the “f”
word to refer to fellow Grey’s Anatomy actor T.R. Knight (who came out during
the controversy) and basketball star Tim Hardaway saying that he “hates Gay
people.” He has since apologized.

10. Kicking Down the Closet Door - Happily, a number of Gay folks
came out this year, directly or indirectly, including T. R. Knight, David Hyde
Pierce and Neil Patrick Harris. Every time a celebrity comes out, it makes
every Gay and Lesbian person’s life easier.

In short, 2007 was a good year. Let’s hope that 2008 has even more
successes – and fewer scandals.
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Insurance Unclear In
New Hampshire Civil Unions
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CONCORD, New Hampshire (Ob-
server Update) - After January 1, state
workers and many others who cel-
ebrate a civil union will be able to add
their same-sex partners to their health
care plans. Albeit with a tax conse-
quence, reported the Concord Monitor.
But some, perhaps many, gay and
lesbian workers won’t have the same
opportunity.

That’s because employers
who self-insure their workers - as
opposed to buying a health care plan
through an insurance company - will
have discretion to extend or deny
benefits to their employees’ gay
partners. And the self-insured popula-
tion is not a small one in New
Hampshire, according to the state
insurance department: It’s estimated at
46 percent of the insured population.

Wal-Mart, the world’s biggest
retailer, for example, is self-insured. So
is Target. Wal-Mart does not extend
benefits to same sex partners. Target,
meanwhile, does. Neither company
returned calls seeking how they’ll
respond to the new civil union law after
January 1.

“What we’ve said . . . is that
assumptions about equal access to
spousal benefits is dangerous,” said
Michele Granda, an attorney with
GLAD, Gay and Lesbian Advocates
and Defenders, in Boston. The group
has hosted four workshops in New
Hampshire for people considering
entering a civil union.

This summer, New Hampshire
became the fourth state in the country
to allow same-sex couples to legally
unite in a civil union. The others are
Vermont, Connecticut and New Jersey.
Massachusetts is the only state that
allows gay marriage. At GLAD’s work-
shops, Granda has warned couples to
consider the serious limits, even
repercussions, at the workplace and
beyond as they consider pursuing a
civil union. She urges couples to seek
the help of authorities such as their
company’s human resource director, a
lawyer or tax expert.

For example, couples who
may want to adopt internationally may
want to forgo a civil union that will out
them as gay because some countries
won’t allow gay and lesbian couples to
adopt. For similar reasons, a civil
union is dangerous for a couple if one
partner is in the military and serves
under “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell.”

But questions over health ben-
efits are some of the most frequent,
Granda said. The first challenge is
determining what benefits are avail-
able under an employer’s health care
plan.

State, county and municipality
workers will all be able to extend
coverage to their gay and lesbian

partners - with a caveat. State workers
will have to obtain a civil union first.
Next year, the domestic partner ben-
efits currently available to same-sex
couples will be discontinued, and only
couples who get a civil union can
obtain joint coverage under a single
plan. Sara Willingham, of the state
personnel division, said about 40
couples currently use the state’s
domestic partner benefit.

Anyone who is self-employed
and purchases insurance will also be
able to purchase coverage for a
partner. Federal workers will not be
able to share coverage with a gay or
lesbian partner because federal law
does not recognize same-sex unions.
Private-sector employees who get
coverage under an insurance plan
regulated by the state will be allowed
to extend coverage to a same-sex
partner. If your company, for example,
uses Anthem as an insurance pro-
vider, you will be able to cover your
partner. The situation is different for
private sector employees who work for
a company that offers insurance itself
rather than buying it through a plan.
Those companies that self-insure can
decide whether to extend the benefit to
partners.

Here’s why: Self-insured plans
are not regulated by state law, and the
federal law that controls them does not
dictate who can be a beneficiary. That
leaves the company to decide. Some-
times, employers don’t understand the
new law’s implications on benefits. “If
they understand they have the discre-
tion to do the right thing,” Granda said,
“they often will.”

This happened at Rymes
Propane and Oil, a self-insured com-
pany with offices in Concord and
beyond. Dan Bilodeau, a driver for the
company who lives in Concord, asked
if he’d be able to add his partner, Gary
Benson, to his insurance plan after
they celebrated their civil union Jan. 1.
Bilodeau said his human resource
director was initially unaware about the
specifics of the new law and was
unable to give him a clear answer.
Bilodeau pursued the matter and
learned late last week the company
would allow him to add Benson to his
plan. “I am just so excited,” Bilodeau
said. He said the decision left him
feeling valued and equal to everyone
else at the company.

But Granda suspects there
are also some employers who pur-
posely misrepresent the discretion
options under self-insured plans. “I
think many employers who don’t
support their gay employees use
federal law as an excuse,” said
Granda. They tell their employees the
can’t extend benefits, when the truth is,
they aren’t required to but can. Granda
and others describe this aspect of the
law as evolving and confusing. Patricia
McGrath, an attorney with Devine,
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Gay Man Elected T o
Fort Worth Council

FORT WORTH, Texas - Real estate
agent Joel Burns has become the first
openly Gay member of Fort Worth City
Council in a race that was marked by
homophobia, Burns defeated school
trustee Juan Rangel Jr. a fellow
Democrat, in a runoff election Tuesday
(December 18), 365Gay.com reported.
During the campaign Republicans
tried to use Burns’ sexuality as a
wedge issue.

Fort Worth City Councilman
Chuck Silcox told a GOP audience to
vote for candidate Chris Turner for city
council because he is both straight
and a Republican, unlike his oppo-
nent. “This is an excellent time to have
Republicans get out and support a
Republican: Chris Turner,” Silcox told
a group of about 50 at a Fort Worth
Republican Women’s Club meeting
and a forum for Republican state
House District 97 candidates. “We
have two people of opposite partisan
politics, opposite philosophical per-
suasions and opposite sexual orienta-
tions. “I didn’t tell you which one was
homosexual,” Silcox said as the crowd
laughed. Pointing to Turner, Silcox
continued: “He’s married to a female,
and the other’s married to a male. You
make your own mind up.”

At the time Burns said he was
not surprised Republicans were trying
to use his sexuality as an issue. “We
live in the state of Texas, and I have a
partner that I live with, who is a partner
of 15 years,” Burns said. “It is unfortu-
nate that Mr. Silcox and Mr. Turner want
to bring partisanship to a nonpartisan
race.” Burns had strong support from
the Victory Fund which helps LGBT
candidates attain office and from the
Stonewall Democrats. He also had the
endorsement of the Star-Telegram

newspaper. On November 6, voters
narrowed the field to the two Democrats,
Burns and Rangel. He won with 54
percent of the vote, despite a low
turnout. About 14 percent of registered
voters cast ballots in the runoff, down
from 18 percent in the Nov. 6 election.
Burns replaces Wendy Davis on coun-
cil, who resigned to run for the Texas
Senate in 2008.

Joel BurnsJoel BurnsJoel BurnsJoel BurnsJoel Burns

Millimet and Branch in Manchester,
advises employers on a variety of
matters. When it comes to the civil
union law and benefits, her advice is to
offer gay and lesbian couples the
same benefits extended to married
couples.

Regardless of what the insur-
ance laws allow, she believes em-
ployers could face a discrimination
lawsuit if they treat same-sex and
married couples differently when it
comes to health benefits. “I ask them,
‘Do you want to be the first to test it’?”
McGrath said. In the end, the cost of

providing health care to a partner will
likely be less than the cost of defend-
ing a lawsuit. Plus, there is goodwill
and good morale to be gained, she
said.

But it’s not all good news when
employees are able to add same-sex
partners to their health care plan.
There is a tax consequence and it can
be prohibitive, said Willingham from
the state personnel division. Federal
law allows employers to grant health
care to a worker’s married spouse
without an additional tax. But when a
person adds a same-sex partner to his
health care plan, the value of that plan
must show up in the employee’s
paycheck. And he must pay federal tax
on that value. So if an employee adds
a partner to her plan and value of that
coverage is $6,000 a year, her salary
will be taxed as though she got a raise
of $6,000.

Same-sex couples who each
have coverage under their individual
plans may want to maintain those
plans to avoid additional taxes. But it’s
a tax worth paying for someone like
Bilodeau, he said, because his partner
does not currently have health cover-
age. It’s distinctions like these that
lead many to argue that civil unions do
not go far enough in giving gay and
lesbian couples equal rights. “Employ-
ers may think fair is fair, but it’s not yet
fair,” Granda said.

Insurance Unclear In
New Hampshire Civil Unions
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OrganizationsOrganizationsOrganizationsOrganizationsOrganizations
A.  MCCA.  MCCA.  MCCA.  MCCA.  MCC -  -  -  -  -      METROPOLITANMETROPOLITANMETROPOLITANMETROPOLITANMETROPOLITAN
                      COMMUNITY CHURCH                      COMMUNITY CHURCH                      COMMUNITY CHURCH                      COMMUNITY CHURCH                      COMMUNITY CHURCH

3269 N. Mountain  - 292-9151

B.  CORNERSTONE FELLOWSHIPB.  CORNERSTONE FELLOWSHIPB.  CORNERSTONE FELLOWSHIPB.  CORNERSTONE FELLOWSHIPB.  CORNERSTONE FELLOWSHIP
2902 N. Geronimo  - 622-4626

D.  WINGSPAND.  WINGSPAND.  WINGSPAND.  WINGSPAND.  WINGSPAN -  -  -  -  - 425 E. 7th St.  - 624-1779

E.  S.A.A.F.E.  S.A.A.F.E.  S.A.A.F.E.  S.A.A.F.E.  S.A.A.F. -  -  -  -  - 375 S. Euclid Ave. - 628-7223

F.  RAINBOW PLANETF.  RAINBOW PLANETF.  RAINBOW PLANETF.  RAINBOW PLANETF.  RAINBOW PLANET COFFEE COFFEE COFFEE COFFEE COFFEE
HOUSEHOUSEHOUSEHOUSEHOUSE
606 N. 4th Ave.  - 620-1770

G.  TIHANG.  TIHANG.  TIHANG.  TIHANG.  TIHAN - - - - -Tucson InterfaithTucson InterfaithTucson InterfaithTucson InterfaithTucson Interfaith
                    HIV/AIDS Network                    HIV/AIDS Network                    HIV/AIDS Network                    HIV/AIDS Network                    HIV/AIDS Network

1101 N. Craycroft, Ste 301. 299-6647

H.   EON YOUTH CENTER  H.   EON YOUTH CENTER  H.   EON YOUTH CENTER  H.   EON YOUTH CENTER  H.   EON YOUTH CENTER       620-6245

Community BarsCommunity BarsCommunity BarsCommunity BarsCommunity Bars

 5305 E. Speedway 323-1840 5305 E. Speedway 323-1840 5305 E. Speedway 323-1840 5305 E. Speedway 323-1840 5305 E. Speedway 323-1840

1.  THE  BIZ1.  THE  BIZ1.  THE  BIZ1.  THE  BIZ1.  THE  BIZ
2900 E. Broadway 318-48382900 E. Broadway 318-48382900 E. Broadway 318-48382900 E. Broadway 318-48382900 E. Broadway 318-4838

2.  IBT’S2.  IBT’S2.  IBT’S2.  IBT’S2.  IBT’S
     616 N. 4616 N. 4616 N. 4616 N. 4616 N. 4ththththth Ave.  882-3053 Ave.  882-3053 Ave.  882-3053 Ave.  882-3053 Ave.  882-3053

3.  VENTURE-N3.  VENTURE-N3.  VENTURE-N3.  VENTURE-N3.  VENTURE-N
     1239 N. 61239 N. 61239 N. 61239 N. 61239 N. 6ththththth Ave.  882-8224 Ave.  882-8224 Ave.  882-8224 Ave.  882-8224 Ave.  882-8224

5.  WOODY’S5.  WOODY’S5.  WOODY’S5.  WOODY’S5.  WOODY’S
     3710 N. Oracle Road, 292-3710 N. Oracle Road, 292-3710 N. Oracle Road, 292-3710 N. Oracle Road, 292-3710 N. Oracle Road, 292-

6 7 0 26 7 0 26 7 0 26 7 0 26 7 0 2
6.  HOWL AT THE MOON6.  HOWL AT THE MOON6.  HOWL AT THE MOON6.  HOWL AT THE MOON6.  HOWL AT THE MOON

 915 W. Prince Rd.  293-7339 915 W. Prince Rd.  293-7339 915 W. Prince Rd.  293-7339 915 W. Prince Rd.  293-7339 915 W. Prince Rd.  293-7339
7.  YARD DOG SALOON7.  YARD DOG SALOON7.  YARD DOG SALOON7.  YARD DOG SALOON7.  YARD DOG SALOON

2449 N. Stone,  624-38582449 N. Stone,  624-38582449 N. Stone,  624-38582449 N. Stone,  624-38582449 N. Stone,  624-3858
 8. COLORS FOOD & SPIRITS 8. COLORS FOOD & SPIRITS 8. COLORS FOOD & SPIRITS 8. COLORS FOOD & SPIRITS 8. COLORS FOOD & SPIRITS

   NON-BAR CALENDAR

Thursday, December 27
Men’s Social Network   Open to men of
all ages, newcomers welcomed:
7:00p.m Triangle Tribe-A Men’s Circle.
According to a recent study, very few
people have as many close friends as
they would like.  Are you as connected
with other men as you want to be?  Do
you get the support you need for issues
in your life?  Do you wish you had more
meaningful friendships and relation-
ships with other men?  Join like-minded
men at Wingspan to share feelings,
thoughts and ideas in a safe, respectful
space.  For the same experience with
both straight and gay men, join us at the
regular Circle of Men meetings.  Call
Tom at 591-2828 for dates and times.

Friday, December 28
Men’s Social Network Open to men of
all ages, newcomers welcomed: 7:00
p.m.  Merlin and Lee host a word for
word fun evening of Scrabble. If you
don’t know how to play, they will be
glad to teach you. For reservations and
directions, please contact Merlin and
Lee at  207-5336. If you’re loquacious,
erudite, or a wordsmith; this man’s
game just may be a  triple word score
for you!

Tucson Prime Timers   Cocktails - 5:30
PM,  Colors,  5305 E. Speedway

Saturday, December 29
Men’s Social Network   Open to men of
all ages, newcomers welcomed:
7:00p.m.Shuffle over for Floating Pi-
nochle every Saturday of the month
except  for first Saturday MSN Monthly
Pot Luck.  Contact Steve at 664-2076.

Sunday, December 30
Men’s Social Network   Open to men of
all ages, newcomers welcomed:
6:00p.m.   Dinner Out at one of Tucson’s
Ultra-Fabulous Buffets. For reserva-
tions and directions, contact Thom
623-2941, e-mail
thomsepals@hotmail.com , or Ken at
294-6606. Please contact Thom or Ken
by Sunday at Noon to facilitate reser-
vations.  Price is usually under $10.
Check the Yahoo MSN on-line calen-
dar for the scheduled place. The venue
is rotated to include all parts of town,
and may occasionally be held at a full-
service menu restaurant.

Tucson Prime Timers  Brunch –
11:30am – 2 pm, Colors, 5305 E.
Speedway

 Monday, December 31
Tucson Prime Timers Lunch – 12:30
PM, Wildcat House, 1800 Stone Ave.

Friday, January 4
Tucson Prime Timers Cocktails ––
5:30 –– 7:00, Colors, 5305 E. Speedway

Sunday, January 6
Tucson Prime Timers Brunch –– 11:30
am –– 2 pm, Colors, 5305 E. Speedway

Monday, January 7
Deadline to be registered to vote for
Arizona’s presidential primary that will
take place on Tuesday, Feb. 5.  This
is a “closed primary” meaning one
must be registered with a participating
political party to take part.

Tucson Prime Timers Lunch –– 12:30
P.M., The Wildcat House, 1800 N.
Stone Ave.

Thursday, January 10, 2008
TIHAN will conduct Volunteer Orienta-
tion/Training from 5:15 to 9:15 p.m. at
First Congregational United Church of
Christ, 1350 N. Arcadia Ave.  Call
(520)299-6647 for additional informa-
tion and to sign up to begin your
volunteer journey.

Friday, January 11
Tucson Prime Timers Cocktails ––
5:30 PM, Colors, 5305 E. Speedway

Saturday, January 12
Tucson Prime Timers Business Meet-
ing –– 11 AM, Wingspan, 425 E. 7th St.

Sunday, January 13
Tucson Prime Timers Brunch –– 11:30
am –– 2 pm , Colors, 5305 E.
Speedway

4-6 p.m. sign up for the monthly Men’s
Massage Group in its 18th year.
Spend 2 hours on the 2nd Sunday of
each month in nude bliss with other
men.  Non-Sexual.  Call Marc at 881-
4582 to sign up and for information.
Monday, January 14

New Bid To Provide Benefits To
Partners of G/L Federal Workers

WASHINGTON, D.C. (Observer
Update) -  Legislation was intro-
duced in the Senate that would
provide domestic partner benefits
to federal employees. The bill filed
by Sens. Gordon Smith (R-Ore.)
and Joe Lieberman (I-Conn.) has
19 co-sponsors.

Under the legislation a
federal employee and same-sex
domestic partner would be eligible
to participate in federal health
benefits, the Family and Medical
Leave program, long term care,
insurance, and retirement benefits.
These workers and their domestic
partners would also assume the
same obligations that apply to
married employees and their
spouses, such as anti-nepotism
rules and financial disclosure re-
quirements.

More than half of Fortune
500 companies and almost 10,000
other companies provide benefits
to domestic partners. Hundreds of
state and local governments –
including Connecticut and Oregon -
and scores of colleges and univer-
sities, said Sen. Smith. “The fed-

eral government should be leading
the way rather than following when it
comes to providing benefits,” Smith
said. “Rights and benefits must be
afforded to all employees equally.
This bill corrects the current inequity.”

Lieberman and Smith intro-
duced similar legislation last Con-
gress. The bill died without coming to
a committee vote.

Based on the experience of
private companies and state and
local governments, the Congressional
Budget Office has estimated that
offering benefits for same-sex domes-
tic partners of federal employees
would increase the cost of those
programs by less than one half of one
percent.

In surveys, employers report
that they cover domestic partners to
boost recruitment and retention of
quality employees, as well as to be
fair. Sens. Lieberman and Smith in a
joint statement said the federal gov-
ernment cannot adequately compete
with the private sector and state and
local governments for qualified per-
sonnel if it doesn’t provide domestic-
partner benefits.

Pair Deny Royal Gay SexPair Deny Royal Gay SexPair Deny Royal Gay SexPair Deny Royal Gay SexPair Deny Royal Gay Sex
Blackmail PlotBlackmail PlotBlackmail PlotBlackmail PlotBlackmail Plot

LONDON (Observer Update) - Two
men pleaded not guilty Thursday
(December 20) to attempting to black-
mail a member of Britain’s royal family
over alleged Gay sex and drug
claims, reported the Associated Press
on 365Gay.com.

Ian Strachan, 30, and Sean
McGuigan, 40, appeared at London’s
Central Criminal Court by video link
from prison.  Both men - dressed in
casual clothes and looking relaxed -
replied “not guilty” to the charge of
demanding the equivalent of $100,000
“with menaces.” The defendants were
ordered held until their trial begins
April 14.

A court order bars journalists
from naming the alleged victim or any
potential witnesses in the case. British
media have reported that the blackmail
target was not a senior member of the
royal family. Strachan, 30, and
McGuigan, 40, were arrested in a
police sting operation at a London
hotel on September 11. An undercover
detective posing as a royal aide
reportedly contacted the alleged black-
mailers and arranged the meeting at
the London Hilton on Park Lane.
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Feeling a bit more practical this
holiday season? Sun in Cap  helps us
chart a new, powerful course of action.
Whatever happens now feels more
purposeful and strategic. Good; it’s time
to get a push in the right direction rather
than into traffic.

ARIES   (MARCH 21 - APRIL 20)
Gay Rams feel on top of the

corporate world. Use Sun in Cap  to
make great strides in your ascent. Can
you make an  indelible mark on
authority figures or will it be more of a
scrape? Maybe the lure of the board-
room is not that intoxicating to you.
Does the suit fit or does it chaff?
Decide what you really want and how
much it will cost you financially ... and
morally.

TAURUS   (APRIL 21 - MAY 21)
The world beckons. Get ready

for a great Gay adventure that tips the
scale on extravagance. Queer Bulls
yearn to travel but may not have the
dough for it. Not this week. Try to
experience everything that life has to
offer including exotic food, company
and general stimulus. You really don’t
have to travel far. Just try looking at the
world from a different angle. Prone?

GEMINI   (MAY 22 - JUNE 21)
Pink Twins have their time to

dance the dance. Will you do it alone
or with a certain delightful you-know-
who? Sun in Cap heats up your hor-
mones to a crispy fry. Don’t let them
burn to ash. The secret of your sexy
success is to be a bit choosy and take
things in moderation with an eye to
future happiness. Okay, maybe you
don’t have to plan that far ahead.

CANCER   (JUNE 22 - JULY 23)
Partnerships become a more

important part of your life. Gay Crabs
feel the need to solidify current rela-
tionships and seek new, practical
ones. You may even aspire to ad-
vance your social standing with a new
liaison from the cream of the social
crop. Seek and you shall find. But will
they respect you in the morning? Do
you really care?

LEO   (JULY 24 - AUGUST 23)
Proud Lions are revitalized

with Sun in Cap. You have more
energy than usual and may even feel
like taking on a more rigorous exercise
regime or diet. Why not hire a personal
trainer and get those buns in motion?
Day to day work also takes on a new
and brilliant hue. You become a star on
the job. Show ‘em what’s cooking in the
cubicle. Err what’s that smell?

VIRGO   (AUGUST 24 -
 SEPTEMBER 23)

Sun in Cap allows queer
Virgins to let it all hang out, if they so
wish. Get Out there and have fun.
Play, daydream, create. Tap into
your Gay muse. Not only can you
expand your imagination, you can
also add a notch on your belt with a
feisty romance or three. Make
yourself presentable, available and
open. The assorted flotsam will
wash up on your shore.

LIBRA   (SEPTEMBER 24 -
 OCTOBER 23)

Circumstances this week
highlight any ongoing, intense family
matter. It’s now or never to deftly
handle what needs to be done. Gay
Libras should not be relegated to the
bottom drawer by any relative. Why
not peel back and examine the real
issues and set the record queer
once and for all. You have nothing to
lose but that straight jacket and yet
another fruitcake.

SCORPIO   (OCTOBER 24 -
NOVEMBER 22)

Right or wrong, you are
usually right. Now you’re more on
target than usual. Queer Scorps
always seem to know the appropri-
ate thing to say at the appropriate
time so tell it as you see it. Write a
scathing letter to the editor or to
some politician. Don’t wait too long
though. Issues get old and stale
quickly and you’ll go back to sniffing
the fridge for unpleasant smells.

SAGITTARIUS   (NOVEMBER 23 -
DECEMBER 22)

Money matters actually do
matter with Sun in Cap. What do you
really value, aside from a darn good
time? Any financial problems can
suddenly seem surmountable so
pull out the checkbook, pay your
bills and get yourself back into the
black. Save something for a rainy
day. Fiscal stability can be in the
stars if you set your mind to it. Heck,
even you can do it, Gay Archer.

CAPRICORN   (DECEMBER 23 -
JANUARY 20)

The next few weeks are a
revitalizing and refreshing time for
you with  Sun in your own sign. Step
into the center of the action and see
who meets and greets. Pink Caps
have ample charisma and just need
a little more personal oomph and
confidence. Begin new things, meet
new folks and freshen up your over-
ripe appearance. You’re the center
of it all, sweetheart. Dress the part.

AQUARIUS   (JANUARY 21 -
FEBRUARY 19)

If there was ever a time to
polish off your crystal ball and have
a good psychic look, this is it.
Aqueerians plum the depths of their
intuition and delve into the occult with
Sun in Cap. You may even feel
surprisingly invincible. No nasty
surprises can be dredged up to
harm you. Hidden enemies are
thwarted in their dastardly deeds
and you find opportunities to exact
your revenge. Just wait....

PISCES   (FEBRUARY 20 -
MARCH 20)

Guppies needn’t rely on the
kindness of strangers with Sun in
Cap. Pals are there for you to
provide ample moral support for any
personal problem and great Gay
camaraderie just for the heck of it.
Enjoy the holiday cheer while you
can. The time may soon come for
you to examine long term goals and
commitments with an idea to
downsize and belt tighten. ... later!
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CLASSIFIED ADS ARE 25¢ PER WORD, $5.00 MINIMUM
CLASSIFIED ADS WILL   NOT BE TAKEN BY  PHONE

Study: Depression W orsens
HIV Treatment

MALE CAREGIVER / COMPANION
available for live-in position.  I have
excellent references, fingerprint clear-
ance card. C.P.R. certificate, first aid
certificate, massage license, driver’s
license, excellent driver.  I can also
cook and clean.  I am looking for a
gentleman who needs help with daily
activities.  Disabled veterans welcome
also.  Serious calls please.  No phone
sex. Donald, 928-779-0321
1224

AFFORDABLE COMPUTER SER-
VICES: For home or business, we come
to you with friendly, economical, quality
installation, instruction and service.
Setup and configuration, as well as
networking, virus removal and updates.
Call Carl @ 977-2572 and get a free
quote. 1224

      ALTERATIONS AND REPAIRS
Let me keep your clothes fitting properly
and in good repair.  Experienced –
Economical –  Prompt.  Merle Hudson,
(520)888-7264 in Tucson. 1235

Ahead of Style
A Hair and Nail Salon

Ajia Simone

426 East 9th Street
Tucson, Arizona

Owner

624-8400

PAGE SEVENTEENPAGE SEVENTEENPAGE SEVENTEENPAGE SEVENTEENPAGE SEVENTEEN

PERSONALSPERSONALSPERSONALSPERSONALSPERSONALS

PROFESSIONAL THERAPEUTIC MAS-
SAGE FOR MEN.  In-call Only.  Private
studio near Sabino Canyon.
www.massagemenu.com for more infor-
mation.  Steve - CMT 247-8139

1222

QUALITY PROFESSIONAL TANTRIC
MASSAGE!  Sensiive healing hands
leave you feeling SHARP!  Give it a try.
Professionally trained and licensed. –
An exceptional experience for 26 years.
Marc - 881-4582 from 8AM - 8PM

1223

MASSAGE MASSAGE MASSAGE MASSAGE MASSAGE by ricardo, in / out calls,
speedway & swan / your place,, call
ANYTIME, 520.488.0229ANYTIME, 520.488.0229ANYTIME, 520.488.0229ANYTIME, 520.488.0229ANYTIME, 520.488.0229

ALL I WANT FOR CHRISTMAS IS A
MAN UNDER 50 who needs some
T.L.C.. Attention and companionship.
You must be drug and disease free just
as I am and willing to stuff my stocking
frequently.  If interested call Mike at 349-
3780. 1223

SAN FRANCISCO, California (Ob-
server Update) - The largest study to
examine the effect of depression on
HIV treatment has found that depres-
sion significantly worsens a patient’s
adherence to highly active
antiretroviral therapy and clinical mea-
sures, 365Gay.com reported.  It also
found that effective antidepressant
medication can reverse this outcome.

The study was done by the
Kaiser Permanente Division of Re-
search and the Group Health Coop-
erative and appears in the online
issue of the Journal of Acquired
Immune Deficiency Syndromes
(JAIDS). The researchers looked at
3,359 HIV-infected patients from seven
Kaiser Permanente regions nation-
wide and Group Health in 2000 to 2003
to measure the effects of depression
— with and without selective serotonin
reuptake inhibitors (SSRI) use — on
adherence and changes in viral and
immunologic control in patients start-
ing a new highly active antiretroviral
therapy (HAART) regimen.

The researchers studied the
patients’ HAART adherence, viral
loads, and changes in CD4 T-cell
counts over a 12-month period.  They
found that depressed patients — 42
percent of the patient group — had a
lower adherence rate and worse viral
therapy response compared to non-
depressed patients. But depressed
patients who were prescribed SSRI
medication and adhered to it had the
same outcomes as non-depressed
patients.

“The take-home point of this
study is that depression carries a
worse prognosis for HAART in HIV
patients. However, we also found that
SSRIs can reverse this and improve
outcomes for HIV-depressed pa-
tients,” said Michael A. Horberg, MD,
MAS, FACP, Director of HIV/AIDS for
Kaiser Permanente and the lead
author on the study. “HIV and depres-

sion often go hand in hand. If you are
HIV-infected, you should be screened
regularly for depression, and if you are
depressed and you are going to go on
HAART, it’s very worthwhile to treat
your depression.” Kaiser Permanente
and Group Health are the second
largest provider of HIV care in the
United States, caring for more than
17,000 patients annually.

More Gays AndMore Gays AndMore Gays AndMore Gays AndMore Gays And
Lesbians PickLesbians PickLesbians PickLesbians PickLesbians Pick

Galveston As A SpotGalveston As A SpotGalveston As A SpotGalveston As A SpotGalveston As A Spot
to Live And Relaxto Live And Relaxto Live And Relaxto Live And Relaxto Live And Relax

GALVESTON, Texas - With its laid-back
lifestyle and low cost of living, Galveston
promises to become the Gay tourist
mecca and residential center of the
South, said activist-publisher Laura
Villagran, who earlier this month opened
the city’s first Gay and Lesbian visitor’s
center, reported the Houston Chronicle.

Long known for its vibrant bar
scene and raucous Splash Day cel-
ebrations, Galveston in recent years
has become home to a growing Gay
and Lesbian professional class. Now,
real estate agents say, the city is poised
to become a retirement haven for
graying Gays who, like their hetero-
sexual counterparts, succumb to the lure
of sun and surf.

In recent years, signs of a
growing Gay presence have appeared
in Galveston, a city of 57,000 that
boosters boast couples tolerance with a
quirky small-town charm.
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  BAR CALENDAR
  Of Upcoming Event s

    DAILY BAR
     CALENDAR

SUNDAYSUNDAYSUNDAYSUNDAYSUNDAY
THE BIZ - Open 3pm-2am; $2 Pitchers til 10pm and

Rotating Shot Specials all night;. Latino Explosion 9pm with DJ Hill.
Beer Bust 5-10pm

COLORS - Open  10am - 10pm Champagne Brunch
10am - 2pm with choice of complimentary mimosa, Bloody Mary or
Screwdriver included.  Happy Hour 4-7pm $3.50 Skyy Cocktails,
$2.75 Domestics and well.  Appetizers ½ price 4-6.  Brunch served
until 2pm.  Full menu served until 10;m.  Nightly dinner specials.

HOWL AT THE MOON – 10am. Starting 9/9.
NFL package here.  Wear an NFL team t-shirt or jersey and get 50¢
off your drink. Smirnoff Vodkas $2.50 all day.  Free Texas Hold-’Em
Poker Tournaments at 3 and 6 pm.  Play for points and prizes - no
cash involved. $1 hot dogs, $2 chili dogs during game. SIN Nite
Drink Discounts for Service Industry employees with ID or payroll
receipt.  Latin Dance Music 8:30 to close.

IBT’s -Troy’s Recovery Bar noon-4pm. 4-7:30 Karaoke
on the patio. Benefit B-B-Q for the Pride Parade  5:30-7:30  and
dance with DJ Mike Lopez 9pm to close.

VENTURE-N - Open 10am. Patio open 3pm. $2.00
Bloody Marys or Screws til 3pm Patio Beer Bust 3-7.Burger BBQ 5-
7. Selection of burger meats to choose from. $3 proceeds go to Pet
Watch (helping HIV/AIDS clients with their veterinary bills).

WOODY’S -  Open 11am.Happy Hour 11am-8pm (excl
spec events); Brunch 11:30am-2:30pm; Back Pocket Patio Bar
2pm til 2am.   Beer Bust 2-7pm; Bar-B-Que 5-9pm; Karaoke with
Michael D. 9p.m.; DJ Jeff in the Back Pocket 9pm; Drag Bingo
every other Sunday 8-9pm Watch for special events.

YARD DOG - Open 10am - 2am. Patio Bar opens
at 7pm.

MONDAYMONDAYMONDAYMONDAYMONDAY
THE BIZ - Open 3pm-10pm; Drink what you want

with ½ priced Happy Hour.  Poke-Her Monday!  Free card
lessons 5pm.  Free Texas Hold-‘em Tourney at 6pm; Prizes
for 1st, 2nd, 3rd Places.  Happy Hour pricing.

COLORS - Open 4-10pm.  Happy Hour 4-7. $3.50
Skyy Cocktails, $2.75 well & domestics.  Appetizers ½ price
4-6m.  Full menu served until 10pm.

HOWL AT THE MOON – Open 3pm. Happy Hour
all day & night with $2.50 well, domestic longnecks & pints.
$3.50 sm. Pitcher/$5.50 lg. Watch MNF here! $1.00 hot
dogs during game.  Free Texas Hold-Em Poker tourney at 6
& 8:30, Play for points and prizes.  No cash involved.

IBT’s -Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm, DJ
Craig Carter  10pm-2am $1.50 well vodka drinks, All drink
specials not available during special events.

 VENTURE-N - Open 9am. Patio 6pm.  Free pool
til 4pm.  $2.75 Skyy Martinis 4-8pm..

WOODY’S - Open Noon til 2am.  Happy Hour
Noon-8pm (excl spec events) Karaoke with Michael D.
9pm

YARD DOG - Open daily 8am. 50¢ off any Top
Shelf Rum until 8pm.  Beer Bust 4-8pm. Patio Bar opens
7pm

TUESDAY
THE BIZ - Half-Price Happy Hour 3-8pm.  Karaoke

8pm-12am with 2 for 1 drinks.
COLORS - Open 4-10pm. Happy Hour 4-7 $3.50

Skyy cocktails, $2.75 Domestics and well and ½  price
appetizers 4-6. Full menu served until 10pm.

HOWL AT THE MOON – Happy Hour 3 - 8
pm, $2.50 well, domestic longnecks & pints.$3.50 sm.
Pitcher/$5.50 lg. Pitcher. $2.50 well margaritas and tequila.
75¢ off call tequilas. Free Texas Hold-Em Poker for women
only at 6:00 p.m. Play for points and prizes - no cash
involved. $2 u-call-it drink special 9pm to midnight (some
restrictions apply).

IBT’s - Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm,
Tropical Tuesdays $2.50 Tropical drinks and DJ Craig
Carter playing Retro Music 70’s, 80’s and 90’s 9pm-close.

VENTURE-N - Open 9am. Patio 7pm. Free Pool til
4pm. Spaghetti Nite (2nd Tuesday every month $2.00).

WOODY’S - Open Noon til 2am. Happy Hour
Noon-8pm (excl spec events).  Havana Night with Woody’s
own Specialty Mojitos, Caprioskas and Martinis.

YARD DOG - Open daily 8am.50¢ off any Top
Shelf Tequila until 8pm    Dart Tourney at 9am. Beer Bust 4-
8pm. Patio Bar Opens 7pm.

WEDNESDAYWEDNESDAYWEDNESDAYWEDNESDAYWEDNESDAY
THE BIZ - Open 3pm-2am; Drink what You Want

with ½ priced Happy Hour 3-8pm; 18 to Party, 21 to Drink!
18 & Over Night w/DJHill  at 9pm! Rotating Shot Specials all
night. Patio Bar opens @ 10:30pm.

COLORS - Open 4-10pm. Happy Hour 4-7pm,
$3.50 Skyy cocktails, $2.75 Domestics and ½ price
appetizers 4-6. Full menu served until 10pm.  Nightly dinner
specials.  Every Wednesday is “Cabaret Open Mic Night”.
Sign up at 6:30 - Show starts at 7.  MC: Cabaret Diva Liz
McMahon.  Music Director: Marilyn Harris.

HOWL AT THE MOON – Happy Hour 3 - 8 pm,
$2.50  well, domestic longnecks & pints, $3.50 sm. Pitcher/
$5.50 lg. Pitchers. $5.00 Jager Bombs and Long Island Ice
Tea.  Free Texas Hold-’Em Poker Tournaments at 6 & 8:30
pm Play for points & Prizes. No cash involved.

IBT’s - Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm, “Diva-
Licious” show 9pm w/ Bunny Fu Fu& Friends.  After show
dance with DJ Q til 2am,

VENTURE-N - Open 9am. Patio 7pm. Free Pool til
4pm.  $2.75 Cuervo  Margaritas 4-8pm

WOODY’S - Open Noon til 2am; Happy Hour
Noon-8pm )excl Spec Events); Chili Dog Buffet 5-9pm;
Underwear/Fetish/Leather Party 9-close - $1 off all drinks for
those who participate (50¢ off draught/schnapps) Back
Pocket Patio Bar open 9pm-close.

YARD DOG - Open daily 8am.50¢ off any Top
Shelf Vodka until 8pm  Beer Bust 4-8pm. Patio Bar Opens
7pm.

THURSDAYTHURSDAYTHURSDAYTHURSDAYTHURSDAY
THE BIZ - Open3pm-2am; Drink What You Want

with ½ priced Happy Hour 3-8pm; ‘Thirsty Thursday’ with
Tori Steele & Friends! Drag show now ts at 10pm with Tori
Steele, China Colliins and  guests.  $2 Pitchers and Rotating
Shot Specials.  Followed by DJ Hill til 2am.

COLORS - Open 4pm-10pm. Happy Hour 4-
7pm,$3.50 Skyy cocktails, $2.75 Domestics and Well and ½
price appetizers.  Full menu served until 10.  Nightly dinner
specials.. .

HOWL AT THE MOON – Happy Hour 3 - 8 pm,
$2.50 well, domestic longnecks & pints, $3.50 sm. Pitcher/
$5.50 lg.. Pitcher.  Mexican Beers $2.50 all lday, all night.
Karaoke starts at 9 p.m.

IBT’s -Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm, Boyz
Nite Out with your Bartenders & GoGo Boys dancing in their
undies and DJ Mike Lopez spinning Top 40 & All request
$1.75 Long Islands and $1.50 Tequila shots 10pm-2am.

VENTURE-N - Open 9am.  Patio  open 7pm. Free
Pool til 4pm.  Pool Tourney 7pm. $3 entry. Special prices for
players. Steak Nite (3rd  Thursday during summer).  Bring
your own or get it here $6.00.

WOODY’S - Open Noon-2am; Happy Hour Noon-
8pm (excl Spec Events);  Free Pool all day. Nacho Chip
Buffet 5-9pm; $1 PBRs Longnecks and $2 Tecate
Longnecks; Back Pocket Bar open 8-close.

YARD DOG - Open daily 8am.50¢ off any Top
Shelf Bourbon til 8pm. Beer Bust 4-8pm. Patio Bar opens
7pm.

FRIDAY
THE BIZ - Open 3pm-2am; Drink What You Want

with ½ priced Happy Hour 3-8pm; Rotating weeks Latin or
Hip Hop Music with DJ Hill at 9pm.  Rotating Shot Specials
all night!  Patio Bar opens at 10:30pm

COLORS - Open 4pm-midnight. Happy Hour 4-
7pm, $3.50 Skyy cocktails, $2.75  Domestics and Well and
½ price appetizers. Finlandia martinis $5.50 open to close!
Full menu served until 10. “Hot Jazz, Cool Martinis” with
Susan Artemis & Craig Faltin 6:30 to 9:30.  “Guys & Dolls”
drag show hosted by Lucinda Holliday at 10pm.  Nightly
dinner specials.  Drink specials during the drag show.

HOWL AT THE MOON – Happy Hour 3 - 8 pm,
$2.50  well, domestic longnecks & pints. $3.,50 Sm. Pitcher/
$5.50 lg. Pitcher. $2.50 Smirnoff Ice. Triple Black, Green
Apple and Raspberry Twisters.  Free Country dance lessons
at 7:30p.m.  DJ Pat plays classic country 8:30 to close..

IBT’s - Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm, 9pm
Hot Dance with DJ Mike Lopez outside on the patio and DJ
Raynman spinning club music inside.9pm-2am.

VENTURE-N - Open 9am.  Patio open 7pm. Free
Pool til 4pm.

WOODY’S - Open Noon-2am; Happy Hour Noon-
8pm (excl spec events); Martini Happy Hour 5-8pm-$1 off
all call Martinis; Back Pocket Patio Bar open 8-close.  DJ
Jeff in the Back Pocket 9-close; Watch for special events.

YARD DOG - Open daily 8am.50¢ off any Top
Shelf Gin until 8pm. Beer Bust 4-8pm.  Patio Bar Opens
7pm

SATURDAYSATURDAYSATURDAYSATURDAYSATURDAY
THE BIZ - $2.00 U-Call-Its til 11pm.  Saturday night

dance party with DJ Hill9pm.  Patio Bar opens at 10:30pm.
COLORS - Open 4pm-10pm, Happy Hour 4-7pm,

$3.50 Skyy cocktails,  $2.75 Domestics and Well, ½  price
appetizers 4-6.  Pianist/Vocalist Marilyn Harris 6:30-9:30.
Full menu served until 10.  Nightly dinner specials.

HOWL AT THE MOON – Open at 2pm.  Happy
Hour 2-8pm, $2.50  well, domestic longnecks & pints.
$3.50 sm. Pitcher/$5.50 lg. $4.50 cheeseburger &
fries.$2.50 Captain Morgan or Malibu Rum all day, all night.
Check our calendar for the Saturday Night Special
Entertainment.

IBT’s - Open Noon. Happy Hour Noon-8pm, 5-
8pm karaoke and Teryaki Kabobs on the patio. 8:30pm
Show time w/ Ajia Simone or Janee Star.  DJ Q spinning
Club Music inside and  Mike Lopez spinning on the patio
10pm to close..

VENTURE-N - Open 9am.  Patio Bar open 3pm.
Patio Beer Bust 3-7pm.

WOODY’S - Open 10am-2am; Happy Hour 10am-
8pm (excl spec events); Steak/Fish Dinner in the Back
Pocket 5-9pm.  Back Pocket Patio Bar open 5-close. Live
Jazz with Arthur Migliazza in the Back Pocket 6-9pm; DJ
Jeff in the Back Pocket 9-close.  Watch for special events.

YARD DOG - Open daily 8am. Beer Bust 4-8pm.
$1.25 glass, $2.25 pitcher.  Patio Bar Opens 7pm.

Mighty Mouse SaysMighty Mouse SaysMighty Mouse SaysMighty Mouse SaysMighty Mouse Says
By Mike Pollack

I want to warn everyone about a recent email
scam in which you receive an email claiming to be
from the IRS or a Tax Advocacy organization offering
a tax refund.  This is a scam!

Do not click on any links in these emails.  Just
delete them. For full details from the IRS, here is a link
to their press release on the subject: irs.gov/news-
room/article/0,,id=170894,00.html

Here is a tip to keep your computing experi-
ence low-stress:

Add an online backup service to your
backup routine.  Online backup services make a
backup copy of your files over the internet to the
service provider’s computers.

Having an off-site backup can be great if your
computer gets stolen or worst case, your house/office
has a fire.

Mighty Mouse recommends having an on-
site backup as well (ie: flashdrive, CD, or external hard
drive) for simplicity.

The service that is recommended for both
Macs and PCs is: www.mozy.com  For home users,
they even have a free plan for up to 2GB of storage.

(For your computer needs, questions or to
have your problems solved, Mighty Mouse Computer
Consulting will save your day.  For more information,
call Mike at (520) 312-2630, E-mail: mike@mmcci.com
or go online to www.mmcci.com/.)

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 30SUNDAY, DECEMBER 30SUNDAY, DECEMBER 30SUNDAY, DECEMBER 30SUNDAY, DECEMBER 30
WOODY’S - Drag Bingo 8:00 p.m.

MONDAY, DECEMBER 31 - NEW YEAR’SMONDAY, DECEMBER 31 - NEW YEAR’SMONDAY, DECEMBER 31 - NEW YEAR’SMONDAY, DECEMBER 31 - NEW YEAR’SMONDAY, DECEMBER 31 - NEW YEAR’S
EVEEVEEVEEVEEVE
THE BIZ - Bring in the New Year with ‘family’.   No
Cover.  Champagne Toast at Midnight.  DJ Hill spins
until 2:00 a.m.  Reserved VIP available   Call 315-
4838

COLORS - New Year’s Eve Black and White Ball.
Party starts at 7:00 p.m.  Live music by the LMR Group
from 7:30 to 11:30.  Dinner from 8:30 - 10:00 p.m.
Toast and Balloon Drop at Midnight Dancing follows
with Johnny DJ. $50 (plus tax) per person includes full
course prime rib or Chicken Marsala or a Vegetarian
dinner with all the trimming, wine, dessert, cham-
pagne toast and party favors.  Buy your tickets now.

HOWL AT THE MOON - Howl-in’ the New Year!
Starts at 8:00 p.m.  Music, food, dancing, cham-
pagne, silly hats.

IBT’S - 10:00 p.m. New Year’s Dance Party with DJ Q
spinning on the dance floor and DJ Mike Lopez
spinning on the patio.  Midnight Champagne Toast,
Balloon Drop and More!  No Cover.

VENTURE-N - Balloon Busters Ball to bring in the
New Year .  Always fun.

WOODY’S - Holliday’s Headliners Celebrity Imper-
sonation Show at 8:30 p.m. featuring Cher, Madonna,
Selena, Celine Dion & Michael Jackson.  Hosted by
Lucinda Holliday.  The Bud Crew will also be in with
prizes and giveaways.  No Cover!

YARD DOG SALOON - New Year’s Eve Party with
Champagne Toast and Party Favors with DJ Bob S.
No Cover
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BEARS OF THE OLD PUEBLO — a social
club for bears and bigger, more robust
men (and of course, those who prefer
their company). For more info, Call the
Bears Hotline (520)790-5775 or write
P.O. Box 43910, Tucson, AZ 85733-3910
of visit our website at www.botop.com All
are welcome to our general meetings/
potlucks on the 2nd Friday of every month,
at 3202 E. 1st St. (the “Ward 6" Office
Bldg.) Just south of Speedway & East of
Country Club. PotLuck Dinner begins at
6:30 and the monthly meeting follows at
7:15 p.m.

LESBIAN AND GAY AL-ANON - Affected by
someone’s drinking? Meeting every Tues-
day 8:45 to 9:45 p.m. at Lambda Center,
2940 E. Thomas, Phoenix. Ellie 581-
8850 or Ronn 968-2384.

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE GROUP - Outreach
to Gay and Lesbian people in Arizona.
Meets monthly. Write to P.O. Box 893,
Phoenix, AZ 85001 or call Eddy Walters,
(602)371-1102

CRONIES SOCIAL GROUP. A Social
group for Gay men who enjoy the
fellowship of their peers. Call Leo at 624-
6768.

T-SQUARES Lesbian and Gay Square
Dance Club, dances Tuesdays.  from
6:30-9 p.m. at Cornerstone Fellowship
Social Hall, 2902 N. Geronimo (North-
west of 1st Ave. and Glenn). No experi-
ence, no partner required!  For more info
contact David at 325-6739, or visit
www.azgaydance.org

LIGHTNING LIGHTING will provide light-
ing for AIDS and related benefits at no
charge. For more info call Adrienne at
889-7298.

COME EXPLORE YOUR SPIRITUALITY!
St. Philip’s in the Hills Episcopal Church
offers a variety of Gay and Lesbian groups
and services for the spiritually minded.
Come meet the Family! For more
information call Debbie 579-9827 or
David 323-7943.

LESBIAN/GAY WRITERS: Workshop at
7:00 p.m. third Wednesday of every
month. Read and critique current projects.
Network and support. For info call 325-
4737.

DESERT VOICES, Tucson’s Gay, Les-
bian, Bisexual, Transgender and Straight
Chorus, has been singing songs of pride,
hope and laughter for 19 seasons. Check
out our website at www.desertvoices.org,
or call (520)791-9662 for information
about upcoming concerts or how to join.

Join the LESBIAN & GAY PUBLIC
AWARENESS PROJECT. In Tucson write
Awareness Project, 3661 N. Campbell
Ave. #365, Tucson, AZ 85719.

AA Meeting with HIV/AIDS focus, Wednes-
days, 7:30 p.m., Wingspan Annex, 425 E.
7th Street.  All alcoholics welcome.

MEN’S SOCIAL NETWORK: Social orga-
nization for men of all ages. Building an
extended Gay family in Tucson. Monthly
social potluck gatherings the first Satur-
day of each month and almost weekly
social activities. Call 690-9565 for infor-
mation and a newsletter. Check the Non-
Bar Calendar in the Observer.

CARE TEAMS ARE AVAILABLE to offer
support to people living with HIV/AIDS.
The Tucson Interfaith HIV/AIDS Network
offers trained, compassionate and com-
mitted volunteers to provide services
including friendly visits, light housekeep-
ing, assistance with meals, shopping,
errands, transportation and companion-
ship for medical appointments, and
respite care for primary care givers. No
judgement or proselytizing - we are here
to be of service. For information call Scott
at 299-6647.

FOR INFORMATION ABOUT SPORTS
TEAMS and updates on Gay Games,
contact TEAM ARIZONA at their website:
teamarizona.org

ARE YOU GAY OR BISEXUAL AND
UNDER 21 YEARS OF AGE? The Gay
Young Men’s Project is now looking for
volunteers for the project. We need
people who want to help create a positive
social change for young Gay men as well
as reduce the risk for HIV infection. For
more information please call 628-7223.

THE  MEN’S MASSAGE GROUP meets
the 2nd Sunday of each month. It is a
good way to meet other men of all ages,
safely, and with the art of nurturing touch.
There is a fee. You must sign up in
advance to participate. Call Marc at 881-

4582 for more information or sign up.

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE GLBT,
Tucson’s Gay and Lesbian business
networking group holds regular meetings
the third Thursday of every month. Call
615-6436 for more info.
www.tucsonglbtchamber.org

TUCSON PRIDE, INC. (Formerly Tucson
Lesbian and Gay Alliance - TLGA) meets
on the second Wednesday at 845 S.
Craycroft Road at 6pm. Tucson Pride
events: Pride Week, Gay West and

Pride Weekend. Inquiries about support
groups and individual needs should be
directed to Wingspan and other local
agencies listed here. For more informa-
tion call 622-3200 or visit the TPI website
at www.tucsonpride.com

LEARN TO BE A LISTENING FRIEND
Unique Hospital Volunteer Program
teaches listening skills to Volunteers who
provide a safe/compassionate environ-
ment to at-risk patients. Training every 6
weeks. 694-7063.

TUCSON INTERFAITH HIV/AIDS NET-
WORK (TIHAN), a coalition of faith
communities committed to a compas-
sionate response to HIV/AIDS, provides
HIV education in congregational settings,
volunteer CareTeams to support HIV+
persons, a referral network of HIV-
sensitive clergy, and interfaith services of
healing and hope. For more information
call 299-6647.

ANONYMOUS HIV COUNSELING AND
TESTING is available through the Pima
County Health Department at sites
throughout Tucson, Very Gay Friendly. For
more information or to make an appoint-
ment call 791-7676.

SMART (Self Management And Recovery
Training) a free non-12-step self-help
alternative for people working to over-
come addictive and other emotional
problems meets in Tucson Monday thru
Thursdays at different locations. For more
information about SMART, contact Jenni-
fer at 838-3975.

THIS WAY OUT, 1/2 hour national GLBT
show. 4:30 p.m. daily on 91.3 FM, Com-
munity Radio KXCI.

THEATER / DINNER / MOVIES / ETC!
Nonsmoking Lesbian Network meets
every month. If you’d like to meet women
50+ (flexible) and socialize in a smoke-
free environment, please call or email:
888-8010 ‘ti l 9pm, or
joycesmth1@aol.com.  The group dines
OUT! and attends shows, movies, com-
edy events, etc. Now in our 23rd year, 7th
in Tucson.

SOUTHERN  ARIZONA GENDER  ALLI-
ANCE (SAGA). The Southwest’s largest
transgender and gender-diversity advo-
cacy organization.  Speakers and panel-
ists available.  General meetings monthly
on the 1st Mondays at 7pm; Dezert Girlz
(MTF Support) meets 2nd Mondays at
7pm; Dezert Boyz (FTM Support) meets
3rd Tuesdays at 7pm.  Also serving
partners, youth, intersex, service provid-
ers and allies.  Call (520)624-1779 x26 for
more info.

EDUCATIONAL SUPPORT GROUP FOR
ALTERNATIVE LIFESTYLES. Not a dating
club. Discreet. Meetings every Monday
evening. Call for more info. APEX (Arizona
Power Exchange) 602-415-1123. 24-hr
multi-choice message including informa-
tion, calendar and location.

ARIZONA AIDS POLICY ALLIANCE
(AZAPA) seeks to educate legislators and
citizens about sound AIDS policy. For
more information write AZAPA, 6523 N.
14th St., #112, Phoenix, AZ 85014 or call
602-279-4805.

DESERT DOMINION, whose focus is
providing information and education for
people interested in the BDSM lifestyle,
meets monthly for group discussion and
social events. Visit our web site http://
www.desertdominion.org or call (520)792-
6424

SEXUAL ASSAULT SURVIVORS. Starting
this February, the Tucson Rape crisis
Center will be providing free confidential
group services for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual
and Transgender survivors of all manner
of sexual assault. Interested persons
please call Mirto Stone, MSW, at 327-

1171 (if unavailable leave message) .

AAPSP - ARIZONA ASSOCIATION OF
PUBLIC SAFETY PROFESSIONALS: a
confidential organization committed to
providing support and networking for all
Gay, Lesbian and Bisexual public safety
professionals in Arizona. Membership
open to Law Enforcement Officers,
Firefighters, Probation, Parole and Cor-
rections Officers and civilians working
within these agencies. Website:
AAPSP.org or e-mail: AAPSP@aol.com or
call Dave (520)745-9059 (Tucson) or Kim
(602)534-6219 (Phoenix)

GLSEN - Gay, Lesbian and Straight
Education Network meets first Thursday
of every month at 4:30pm at Wingspan,
425 E.7th Street. 743-4800.

SAA (Sex Addicts Anonymous) has 5
meetings a week in Tucson. People who
wish to stop their compulsive sexual
behavior, please call (520) 745-0775 for
current information.

TUCSON GREATER SOFTBALL ASSO-
CIATION. Interested? Call Kelly Quinn,
(520)906-0669 and or Mona Garcia 256-
8728.

LUTHERANS CONCERNED — Tucson
chapter for Gay/Lesbian  Lutherans
meets 3rd Sunday, 6:30 p.m. each month
at Santa Cruz Lutheran Church, 6809 S.
Cardinal Ave. For information visit
www.lctucson.org write: LC, 7014 E. Golf
Links Road, PMB 212, Tucson, AZ 85730.

REVEILLE MEN’S CHORUS rehearses
Thursday evenings 7-10pm at the Historic
Y, corner of University Blvd. And 5th Ave.
Join us!! Call 304-1758 for more info.

“OUT ON THE TRAILS - EQUESTRIAN
FUN!”
Rider Club forming. Looking for women
and men to ride together on the trails of
Southern Arizona. Must have own horse,
truck and trailer. For more info write: “Out
On The Trails” P.O. Box 44045, Tucson,
AZ 85733-4045

THE MAN TO MAN Social/erotic educa-
tion club is the tantric men’s group that
offers passionate friendships, fun activi-
ties and real Tantric sex education. Marc
881-4582

LGBT Buddhist Meditation Group. Join us
for two 20 minute silent sitting medita-
tions, and reading from Buddhist Spiritual
text and discussion. Bring a friend and a
pillow or cushion. Takes place every
Sunday from 10-11:30AM at Wingspan,
425 E. 7th St. Donations accepted.
Contact Maurice Grossman for more info.
323-2293.

LGBT SUPPORT GROUP FOR VICTIM/
SURVIVORS OF Domestic Violence,
Sexual Assault, Hate Crimes, Bias Acts,
Harassment.  Call Lori at Wingspan, 624-
1779, ext. 20.  Services are free.

MEN’S HIKING CLUB - A peer-run
MEN’s outdoor club for hiking, biking,
camping, boating etc, is now up and run-
ning in the Tucson area.  To join, go to
S A G E - T u c s o n - s u b s c r i b e
@yahoogroups.com.  See you on the trails.

MEN’S KINK DISCUSSION GROUP (Open
to all who identify as male and are 18 or
older) meets 2nd Tuesday of the month,
7:00 p.m. at Desert Dominion, 3843 E.
37th Street, Tucson, AZ.  (Map available at
www.desertdominion,org) For those who
are kinky or just curious. No fee,
contributions are appreciated, but not
required.

TUCSON KNIGHT OWLS (T.K.O)  Openly
invites new members to our monthly
meetings which occur on the first Saturday
of every month at 12:00 pm., followed by a
beer bust from 2pm to 6pm., at our home
bar the Yard Dog saloon.

HALLELUJAH RECOVERY DRUG & AL-
COHOL 12-STEP. Every Thursday 5:30-
6:30pm at Cornerstone Fellowship, 2902
N. Geronimo. 622-4626.

SEXUALLY TRANSMITTED DISEASE
CLINIC provided daily by the Pima County
Health Department. Gay friendly. Confi-
dential. Treatment and Medication too!
Any questions? Call 624-8272

SOUTHERN ARIZONA AIDS FOUNDA-
TION (SAAF), 375 S. EUCLID. Office
Hours 8am to 5pm, Monday through
Friday. Direct services and emotional
support for persons with and affected by
HIV. Anonymous HIV testing and support
groups available. Prevention education
programs. 628-SAAF (7223). World wide
web: http://www.saaf.org. VOLUNTEERS
WELCOME.

P.F.L.A.G. - Parents and Friends of
Lesbians and Gays - is a support group
available to anyone who has a son,
daughter or friend who is Gay. Call 360-
3795 or write P.O. Box 36264, Tucson, AZ
85740-6264. All replies confidential.

GLBT-friendly AL-ANON group meets
Saturdays at 11am at Unitarian Universal-
ist Church, 4831 E. 22nd Street, Tucson.

YOUNG AND GAY?
GLBT Youth 23 and under, meet every
Saturday in Tucson for sharing, support
and information. Meetings are held at
425 E. 7th Street from 3 to 4:30 pm. You
are not alone. For more info call
Wingspan, 624-1779.

The TUCSON Chapter of PRIME TIMERS
WORLDWIDE invites Gay or Bisexual
men  and  their admirers to join and share
Prime Timers fellowship. We  welcome
mature men (and admirers) who  wish to
become involved with planned and future
Prime Timers (TPT) activities. Meetings
luncheons  and dinners  are held
monthly.  For dates, times and informa-
tion  call 298-6727, leave  name and
phone number.
Tucsonpt@primetimersww,org

TUCSON INFORMATION AND REFERRAL
For Information on human service
organizations, health and mental health
services, financial and government
assistance, emergency services such as
food and shelter, education, etc. Call
Information and Referral 325_2111 _
7am_7pm M-F - 9am-5pm weekend and
holidays.

AIDS HOTLINE - 326-AIDS. Hours M-F,
9:00 am to 10:00 pm. Information,
counseling, HIV-related services, Tucson.

GAY OR BI-SEXUAL MEN in relationships
with women. Need friends you can talk
to? Weekly support group meets Wednes-
days 6:30 - 8:00 pm. Licensed psycholo-
gist facilitator. Call 745-6977 in Tucson for
more information. Strictly confidential.

WINGSPAN - Tucson’s Gay, Lesbian &
Bisexual Community Center, 425 E. 7th
St., offers support groups / info line / social
events / library / meeting space. Volunteer
Opportunities. Board meetings every 2nd
Thursday (open to all), 6:00 p.m. Informa-
tion 624-1779.

GREATER PHOENIX GAY & LESBIAN
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE (GPGLCC)
P.O. BOX 2097, Phoenix, AZ 85001-2097.
E-mail: webmaster@gpglcc.org or call
(602)225-8444.

SOURCES UNLIMITED, a Lesbian & Gay
referral service. Business and individual
listings are free of charge. All information
available to anyone just simply by asking.
322-5655. Leave message.
TucsonSources@aol.com

GET NAKED with TNTucson MEN! We’re
a social and recreational club.  Have you
ever longed to camp, swim, hike or play
with others who enjoy the same, dropping
all the masks and pretensions?  We;re for
you! TNTucsonMEN@nethere.com, P.O.
Box 12176, Tucson 85792 or call 514-
9894

IINNER WISDOM - Try hypnotherapy for
pain relief, past life exploration and
addiction release. Also available: Spiri-
tual Counseling and Dream Interpreta-
tion. 579-9020

BROTHERS OF THE COMPASSIONATE
WAY.  Pagan spiritual group for gay,
bisexual, transgendered men.  Box 41623,
Tucson, AZ 85717.
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